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'A. B. do foleminly and ſincerely, in the Jzeſence '0D, (s, 
9 -ettifie, and declare, That.J do belteve tht in the Sacrament of 
- - theLows Supper there is not any T:arſubſtanttation of the Ele- 
+ Mmentsof B2ead and Wine into the Body and Blood of Chyift, at, 
-_ - N after the Confecraticn thereof by any Perſon whatſoever; And 

| the Jnvocatton, 82 Adozation of the Utrgtn Mary, 02 any other 

> and the Sacritice of the Pals, as they are now uſed in the 
- » ChurchofRome, are Superſtitious 2d Þolatrous, 
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Subjefs of this Nation, but to. all Ghriftian Princes and States, 
however they may Jo; themſelves of the Roman Perſuaſion) de- 
gnd it, as the avowed Glory and Stability of his Reign, to 

ſettle fath, F Liberty, that there may be free di courſes, and debates con- 
cerning the Truths of Chriſtian. Religion, (uid the Difſents of Chriſtians 
in them, as from the Pulpit, . ſo proportionably from the Preſs; as there- 
fore the Miniſters and Fautors of that Church '(\which wo, be kwown by 
the Name of Catholick) have always ( ( aud will be white they are)always 
ative. with their Pens to the utmoſt in their Sphi ed as\we ſee they 
have 'Petlick Freedom, ſo. is it not to.be uk, « þ of the Princely ſo' Unis 
wverſal Grace, But that he intends a recep onthe other fide to anſwer's ; 
that there may be no Inequality in holding the Beam but ether Xa 
like incline to all in this matter, ſpecially , vow that he is mak 
dence 0 tbo) 4s Ton Favours to all. His Proteſtant. Suge DT 
cannot ly concern'd_.; at ſuch. a T5 me 8. this 3+: becauſe of the 
great. Fe doe he tntereſts. ofthe Comunter-Scale hopa for from a Soves 
wg of their own Sentiments. But in no caſe is this' Liberty.s more defi 
rec when. an Amphious- 4mbidextrons Bilbop, who aſſumes, like 


H TS Miajetty, having 1 with a Grace exemplary not $5 to all his 


{ring Re th 4rog to ſer one Foot.on the Sea, \ 48d X/e. 0+ 
ther-0a by oh k.: One, Foar an the Proteſtant;Charch, (aphich-he eads 


a&cif bes ſe elf: were it of it. Yand theather orthe Romans. \Lii fawotr of 
41 he jo hone We, (. ww {peak the moſt. honowrably of him ) to 
concihiate toward it, at leſt a Caſlandrian 7; ethperament : which, as i 
wall veer be by gilled by the Promednee. fo\ wad it not be geoepted, if 
z WELE, ik by the Yapull For he hath ified (with, what iAfen- 
tions 13 fe khown to Go pu his own Conſcience ) a palliateen of the 
moſt Bebe 35 76 Points of the Popiſh- Religion, Tranſabſtantitation, 
the Ninn of Fo Maſs, ck nayocation nagar of the Virgin 
Mary /woln- to ſuch a Moeſtrofity aw, that | Religivn, together mith other 
Saints, and aft CD Pojnts oheret the Wifdew of the Na- 
tzou thought fit # fix the, THSE, 4s: tbe ſecurity. of Profeſtavity ; and 


that 


that of Images of ſo great Tufamy in ; Sacred Writ, and all theſe with a 
Multitude J Rampart Words; now rather than a Multitude of ſuchWords 
ſhould not be anſwered, or a Man of -Jips be juſtified, evew the very 
Stones would ſpeak : Such Lies and Sophiſtry will not ſuffer Men to 
hold their peace, and while he ſeems rather to mock than argue, ſhould 
wot every one endeavoyr to make him aſpamed > Far certainly, his mgys 
Diſconſe \are like FB of the Whoriſh Woman 7x the Proverbs, | 
moveable, one camtot know them, he comes out in this Time, that he e- 
fteems a Twilight, and with a  proftitated Subtilty he treats of Sacred 
things : he is loud and'ſtaþborn; . his feet abide not » the Houſe . of 
his own Church,” as he * his ſe 97 fiytes Ah ; but now þ6-is_ in the Streets 
of the Strange Relig) nfs hayeth wait in eve}y Corner. with 7 New 
ſort of Eceleſiaftica Polity.” or in'a New Edition, and his great Te emp- 


ay is; T have; ſaith he, Peace-Offerings with me, that carry at. the 


e Ti ine ol to Rome, and" likewiſe a BlefTin himſelf 
mn yo. ; Aol gn 'H Ind Fl dig his" ow)y Genius, *md Careſſt 10g Forge elf in the. 


A EH # 1 


” k mich, at bis ra Return of. the Whats 55 TE q 7 Tg. 


2» then Carionize him in tha mprder ſent ; der, "6 6" denbeonor, h 
Nands markt with a Red: Lett {640 


Proteſtants to ſpue' him our of” thei nths 


Filer only the rational' ' prpt If * Diſeopitſe' 3+ thoſe e matters; 


wuch the bolder, becauſe I hear from" all, his Bubk hath. Ds vin 
His Majeſties 'Grat ions Purpoſe, and created} in all minds a\ Nauſea x 
Special ly obſerving his odd A rfrons 0 fo eminent a Perſon, as Dr. St. 
who in the thoughts of -all "the" World is incom arably' ( and beyond all 
poſubility of being way 'd- poether, yen Yhouſan times more, e the Apoſto- F 


lick Biſhop. 


If I have offi ofored too large! 4 to'a Tu Tadignation here, r having the 
elf to the rational part, and minded. 

chiefly to poſſeſs the Reader with {oY ' frue. eſrafe's os Fit ns: I have theres 
raft in the” ſevbral 

ſtages of it, having it tb more Tearned* Pb 1s; who," T' doubt not,” may* 


Treatiſe it ſelf moſtly applie 
fore-wav' the purſuzt'd his Eiftory: of This 


0 ſerve 


pdaleft In portantes, "iy Þ at. * high 


Dh 7 all NOR | 
Poation. "of  bis- 
double dealing and appearing more” like the MA, thah the Learned 
and Tugenious, though miſperſuared; Papift,” FomeFymes tranſports my. 
Style beyond its own Intention axe Re olation, when firft ſaid ro on, 
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main point of truth, or falſhood on that Flead, or Article ref8s in this 
little room whether it is poſlible to believe ſuch ſublime ſpirituality (as 
our Lord alway breath/d)) fo little of kin to ſenſe, to matter, to fleſh, 
ſhould in his holy dying Inſtitution, forſake him ſo, that he ſhould, intend 
#0 engage this Bleſſed Body, that was ſo ſuddenly to become a Spiritual 
Glorious Body, and to Aſcend far above all Heavens, to ſo #nglorious, 


tnſipid, inefficacious a deſſcent, as only ts diſpoſſeſs a ſmall Roll of Bread, 


or Wafer of its whole Subſtance, and as by a trick to leave its Accidents 
Pall inmtire to fool and baffle all the ſenſe and reaſon in the World :"and 


"yet to-ſo-little effect as'to ſuffer. the Bodies: and the Souls too, of 'the 


greateſt 'nur;:ber of the Eaters to be without any Evidences of good, as ns- 
torious and certain, as the miracle is ſuppoſed to be flupendous ; whoever 
.can believe this, need not go to viſit the dark and too oft impure Cells 
where ſo ftrangs a Doftrime was conceiv/d and foſter d, he hath a Bulimy 
'of Faith without more adoof ſearch and inquiry to devour all the abfardt- 


"ties that the name of a Church can offer him. © | 


And as to the points of Idolatry, abating from things Pious and Learn- 


ed, (towbich let the utmoſt allowances of deference and honour be yield- 


ed, and paid) the Not ions he would imprint of it on the: minds of his 
Readers, are an. audacious. affront (as he ſpeaks in a more innocent caſe) 
to God the' Creator of Heaven and Earth his Word, who therein ab- 
hors all Diftribations 'and 'Parce/lings out of any the leaſt Particles of 


the Glory. of the One God, .or Mediator. to any of the moſt Seraphick 


of bis Creatures, Angels, or Saints, or the Mother of God, as he ſpeaks 
withbit. Precedent. from. Scripture, and hardly allowable in a Diſcourſe 
of Idolatry although tolerated in the caſe of the Neſtorian Herefie : 
Even ſo all Addreſs of any. Beings befides that God and the Mediator, 
his Word doth de TEST ſpecially invifble Beings, to whons we can 
make not the leaſt Application, but under the peril of Idolatry as Com- 
municating them, in any ſemblances of Worſhip, with thoſe Iucommuni- 
cable Attributes and Properties of Omnifcience a»dOmmpreſence : 
He hath indeed allowed and commanded mutuous reſpeits in the lower 


' humane World for the ſettlement of the order of Religious, and Crvil 


Offices ; but all the figments of Men's own Brains concerning Worſhip # 
Himſelf, or of the Mediator through 'the Mcdiation of avy of his 


Creatures, 


obſerw® in their uſual walks and daily paths, through the whole courſe of + 
Ecelefiaftick Times Many of his Erratick motions : but however tbe 


Creatures, aud moſt notoriouſly, by Graven Images, or any kind of St- 
militudes comprehending other Figments,he declares to be Abomination. 
Tt. is a grand ay TIE, bs therefore to offer ſuch' an inſolent piece of 
 falſhood to Chriſtian minds as that the Cherub were by his appoint- 
ment to be Worſhipped, or to have Worſhip direQed to thern, -Le- 
cauſe their Reſemblances were placed as waiting at that Throne that was 
Empty of any Preſexce to fit upon it; but an Inviſible Glory aud Grace 
had. promiſed favour to thoſe who, according to his Word, praid toward 
that place, which He having fif'd with a viſible fign of his Preſence of 
Glory He after placed his Name there : with as much ſexſe therefore 
it might have been ſaid that every Stone in the Building of the Temple, 
or whatever.was in the Temple, or ſpecially in the Holy of Holies, was 


to be Worſhipped as to fay the Cherubim were to be Worthipped, of 


God in, through, or by them. 
A Parallel! Effrontery zt 7s ro load the Sun and Hoſt of Heaven, 
tbe Scriptare with all the Idlolatries brands, and ſo contrary to the wery 
letter of it, that the Vidional Repreſentation of the Jewiſh Idolatries to 
Ezekiel, Ch. 7. diſtingurſheth that of the Sun from all the Reſt, 1 
fland therefore in perfett Amaze and Aftomiſh what the Chriſtian, much 
more the Proteſtant; Biſhop ſhowld mean, and yer make fo open and 
publick an appeal for his Integrity, God and the World in the cloſe. As 
to what concerns the Teſt amd the Peerage, I humbly ſabmit the Reaſon 
of it to the higher Judges a» theſe things 3 begging pardon of any errers 
Pu ſo great matters as likeiviſe taking example mn that, I beg of all Men 
allowance for miſtakes of humane infirmity in fo Critical a point aud mn fo 


Critical a time. + « NCD. = 
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- An Anſwer to the Biſhop of Oxford's Reaſons 


for Abrogating the 7 EST, &c. 
N undertaking to give an Anſwer to theſe Reaſons, I ſhall chooſe as ry 
cular Province, to mfiſt only upon the moſt ſubſtantia} Principles 


partic 
I of Reaſon, and that may moſt concern, (as we uſually ſpat) the Merits 
of the Cauſe, with all due regard to the Character of Dignity, the Laws 
of this Nation, and the Conftitution of the Government thereof {(b»th Civil 
and Eccleſiaſtick) have imprinted upon. the Author ; as alſo remembring the 
Admonitiory the Apoſtle Fude gives from the Example of the Arch-anget, 
who diſputing with the Devil about the Body of Moſes, molt probably in the 
Cauſe of Idolatry, did not adventure to bring againit him a Kailing accuati- 
on, but ſaid, the Lord Rebake Thee. | 

Nor will 1 aſſume to make the leaſt Reflexion upon the Infufficiencies of 
the Diſcourſe, as to its particular Frame aad Menage, or upon the Air; 
Meen,or Spirit of it, relating to either the Roman,or the Proteſtant Religion, 
or to the Names of greateſt Honour , Authority and Reverence, who have 
aed;or written in Defence ofthe Reformatien : But leaving all this part to 
thoſe, who have both Talents, and Authority to ſupport them in. their juſt 
Cenſures of ſuch a manner of 'Treaty of what deterves our higheſt Value 
andVeneration, I will content my ſelf with Debating upon the principal 
Matters, taking them in the utmoſt Extent of the Offenſive, or Defenhve- 

ents upon them. | 
e Heads therefore according to which this diſcourſe is to be 
modellt'd, muſt be thoſe Reaſons, the Biſhop gives for the Abroga- Rea. x. 
of the Teſ# : The firſt of which'is ; *©* That it doth not only 
« diminiſh, ' but utterly deſtroy the natural Rights of Peerage, and turns the 
Birth-Right of the Engliſh Nobility into a Precarioxs Title. 

Now in the firſt place in anſwer to this, I muſt obſerve ; that in the very 
thought of utterly deftroying this Right, the Epiſcopal Author does ſome- 
what relent; and recoyl from the height ofhis Expreſſion, and abates it into 
a Turning that Birth-Right into a Precarions Title : Taking: therefore advan- 


% 


tage from that ſo'natiiral, and even neceſſary Receſs, or Condeſeention, if 


not to be thouglit,as it very much ſeems a Check upon impetuouſneſs of ſtyle* 
from a Conſciouſneſs of its Exceſs ; I ſhall take the boldneſs more freely to- 
aſſert, That the natural Rights of Peerage are not at all- deſtroved; but- 
own'd, wpheld, and more ſolermly acknowledg'd by the Teſt-4#. Se- 

cendly, that che Birth-Right of the Engliſh Nobility is no-way turn'd into a 
Precarious Title by it. 


- And. becauſe this is indeed the only Argument for removing the Tef-4&, 
| that 


(2) 


- that is of true Strength, and Merit in the whole Contexture ; it deſerves 
- the more Attent-Conhideration. ' on by NL LT ate 
* For whatever ſhall artempt to ſhake ſuch a main Pillar, and Fundamental 
Principle of our Engliſh Goverament, ought to be both ſuſpected, a nd 
feared ; and if indecd prove to do fo, to be ſurpriz'd and foreclog'd from its 
EfteCt : But the Invalidity of this Charge will thus appear. 
1. Itis moſt evident the Right of Peerage in theGeneral ſtands firm, not- 
' withitarding the Te : Seeing this Principle of Government is not only ſtill, 
.but with Rrongeſt Conhrmations 'even from this very Teft-A&-oti all ſides 
preſervd moſt firm and undoubted, That there is a moſt juſt Right that 
evety Peer hath to all the priviledges of Engliſh Peerage : Accordingly the 
very ACt is founded upon that Acknowledgment, and Suppoſition, wiz. 
That every Peer hath ſuch Right to all the Honours of Peerage, and to that: 
Right molt unqueſtionable -in it ſelf, or elſe the very Ground of the Law. 
were taken away. 2- All and every Peer ſubmitting tothat Law takes that 
Right, and enjoys it without any Diminution, and holds it not only for him- 
ſelf, but for that whole - E/fate : the whole being acknowledgd in every 
Member : And particularly fiiting, and voting in the Higher Houſe of Par- 
liament (which 1s theretore with Honour to. that Efate call'd the Howſe of 
| Lords) is acknowledged to be tne juſt Right of Peerage without any Infraftion 
upon the Right it ſelf, 3. Even thoſe Noble Lords, who do refuſe,-.or- do 
not. actually ſubmit to the taking the Teſt, have yet their Right of Birth, 
\Blood, or other Title preferv'd undiſputed, and inviolate, as it is ſuch a. 
Right and ſuch a Claim; and theref»re whenever they pleaſe to accept. it 
on that Condition, there is no demur upon their Right. - But until they 
accept, their Right is in a kind of- Abeyance, and Cuſtody of Law them ; ah: 
never dies, or is extinguilht, 4. The Suſpenſion/in the mean time amounts: 
no higher to the Defalfion of the Priviledge, (nor indeed fo high;) than the. 
Minarity of fuch Noble Perſons, Which cauſe's a Suſpenſion of that Priviledge 
of . Voting in Pari;ament, till they are of Age, which is not at ther pleafire,: 
but requires the Natural Courſe of "Time to adyance them to it; - whereas: 
m this cafe, they may in Conſtruction of Law-every day remove the;©b-: 
{truction and enjoy- their Right, ſeeing the' Claimis always allow'd; and: 
awn'd, and the Law takes no notice of the Reaſons of their refuſal. 5-/T his 
ts made moſt evident ; in that all -other natural Rights of their Peerage, | 
are notwithitanding the Suſpenſion of this particular-Bragch contimaed;+0;; 
them; 6, It is moſt undeniable ; their Right of Blood, or other:Claimto;; 
the Priviledge of Parliament is unmoved ; becauſe not their taking tho;Teſ#;;! 
but that precedent, and {till continuing juſt Right, - gives ther a-perfe-en--- 
Jjoyment of that particular Priviledge whenever they take the Teft. Which- 
's, I hope, a full Vindication of the natural Rights of Peerage from' being 
utterly deſtroyed ; ſecing it is only one Branch,. that is in Queſtion, and. 
that is only (iſpended, or rather depoſited in'truſt with the Houſe-of Peers, 
and no ways deltroy'd, or extinguiſh'd, ord ig ty Arriving 
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2. I come therefore to make good:in the ſecond place, that the Birth-Righ 
of the Engliſh Nobility is not turned into a Precariows Title, nor that which 
in former Ages was forferted only-by Treaſon is now at the mercy of every 
Faition, or every Paſſion in Parliament. =, | 

For that can never be Precariozs, nor at ſuch mercy, which ſubſiſts, and 
reſts upon the common Baſe of the whole World for its ſecurity, and that is 
the Law of ſelf-preſerwation. IO | 

For whena Parliament conſiſts of Two Houſes, and the Upper Houſe of to 
Eſftates,each Eftate a Convention (as isto be always preſumed) of the wiſelt, 
and moſt honourable Perſons of a whole Nation, .the Lower Houſe . hath al- 
ways upon all their Propoſals, or Offers at any Bill,- the curb and reſtraint ; 
that this is to pM the Upper Hoſe, or Houſe of *Lerds, and therefore cannot 
rationally io fnuch,as eſlay them with any Law,that would deftroy the Rights 
of their Peerage. | 

But ſuppoſe the Howſe-of Commons ſhould- make ſo unreaſonablean attempt, 
it can never be1magined, fo intelligent a Body always provident,and watch 
ful, ſo naturally ſenſibleof Honour, and of their own Intereſt, ſhould eicher. be. . 
impoſed upon, or drawn by whatſveyer motives to conſent to the Deſtru- 
ction of their very conſtitution, there being no ſtronger. Paſſion, -. or more 
binding Cement, than that of /e/f- preſervation | | 

And yet the preparation of the Two Houſee for the bringing forth a Law, 
does but form the Materials.that they may be preſented to the'Royal Aﬀent 
to give them the form and life ; who as the common Father of the Country 
will zudg of all Bills, whether they are the Produtts of Paſſion,. or Fattion, 
and fo they either live, or are ſtill-born, T 

When- all Laws are therefore thus winnowed, and ſifted through theſe ſe- 
veral Explorations of Perſons ſuppoſed to have all manner.of Talents for judg- 
ing, andithe-quickeſt Raſentments of - their own Intereſt; and Concernment 
whether as the-Lggver, -or Higher Body of a Nation, whether Civil or Eccle- 
 feaftick, andithen ſhall all meet in thecommon Head, who ſees, and feels for 
the whole, -1t 1s very adventurous to impute ſuch EnaCtions to the Faction, 
of: Paſſion of a Pavliement. Secing this muſt needs be the firmeit Foundati- 
on humane Aﬀairs'can be entruſted to in this World, wiz. the Law. of felf- 
preſervatioh ballanced by King, Lords and Commons, ere any thing becomes a 
Law. And although, it istrue; the influence of the Supreme Prinee,theGenius, 
and "Temper of an Age, or particular Inclination of Times, the Configuia't- 
on of various Co-incidents may preponderate to the worte, jn ſome. Laws, 
yet there muſt: be ſubmiſſion to ſuftering; even when Confcience, orReaſon 
counterfways that which wecall Attive Obedience to ſuch Laws 3_ orallGo« 
verament muſtbe unhinged, and fall. T 30,20 C01 v5 

And ſeeing it is acknowledged there may be a Forfeityre by Treaſon-of the 
Rights of Peerage, and that it hath been in the Power of Parliaments to de- 
clare. the'nature and kinds of Treaſon, there is, norcan be greater danger to 
the Peerage in truſting 'them{elves with! the' Eufþenſion of one ranch of 
of- their Right than, in truſting themſelves with the wiole of thoſe: 
MN i B | R1ohts: 


4) | 

Rights : and it is very rare, that hnmane Nature ( ſpecially ſuch fſapient 
and honourable part of it) conſpire with a Fa&ion, or Paſſion againſt them- 
ſelves, or receive a precedent from a partial Infringment of their Rights 
to deſtruction of the whole ; ſeeing, if ſo great an Eftate hath overteen 
in a lefler concern, it is to be concluded , it will be the more jea- 
lous after, and where the whole is in danger; and (6 there is no more 
conſequence from the Precedent of the Teft-Law (which 1s either unawares, 
or by . the force of Truth, or of meer Grace, it being unlike the reſt of 
this Diſcourſe, granted by the Reverend Author to have been uleful in its ſea- 
ſon) than fron a neceſſary and prudent openinga-vein to conclude the Per- 
fon that conſents to the one, will therefore coaſent to the letting out the 
whole Maſs of Blood. ; 6 

And laſtly,after all that hath beenſaid ; the inſtances this Author gives of 

_ the firſt Tranſubtantiation-Teft, and the Proteſtation, or Teſt of Loyalty in 
which the priviledg of Peerage was ſocarefully provided for againſt injury by 
cither of thoſe Teſ#s,do rather ſtrengthen than weaken what hath been infſiſt- 
ed on;forit confirms, how quick of apprehenſion the Houſe of Peers have al- 
ways been. in that point, and therefore they would not ſuffer their own Peer 
age to. fall under any- Eclipſe, ſooner than they found abſolute neceſſity, and 
ſ{uch a good ariſing, as would compenſate any ſo.much, as Parentheſis of the 
fall Beams of that Glory on any of their Members, and fo that it ſhould be - 
no more than a Parextheſis ; till ſuch Members mov'd themſelves to ſuch a 
poſition,that no part of their Orb of Honour ſhould be unenlighten'd. 

But in the other Te/# they ſeeing no Reaſon for the ſhorteſt ſirſpenſion on 
Accounts of Loyalty, ſufficiently otherwiſe ſecur'd, teſt there ſhould ariſe a 
Cuſtom of trapaning Peers out of their Rights,fome Noble Perſonages reſolv'd 
to Stem that Tide; even as in the wiſe Adminiitration of what pertains to 
health, extraordinary methods may be refolv'd againſt ; but when indeed for- 
midable Symptems appcar,ſuch reſolutions may be reſcinded ; and fo with- 
out any diſhonour but great honour, the Peers who entred Proteftations a- 

 gainſt ſuch ſuperfluous Tefs, as were projected: to enſnare and obtain u 
them ſtanding Orders of the Houſe againſt any ſuch Tefts, and yet might up- 
on preſſing vehement urgencies,ſeeing it neceſſary for the ſafety of the whole 
Body of the Peerage to have ſich a Teſt as might bring ſome of their Mem- 
bers under a Suſpenſion, till they gave Hoſtages of their not ſuffering ſuch 
perſuaſions to have the aſcendent of them,as might be deſtrutive to a Pro- 
teſtant Nobility in all appearance much the Mapor part ; whereas in the caſe 
of the deſigned Proteſt ation,the leſſer part were probably underſtood to have 
defign'd by degrees to have diſinheriſon'd through ſuch Artitices the greater 
Number,of which ſome Lords more ſagacious, being aware, entred their Pro- 
teffation to awaken others equally concern'd, though not fo foreſeeing, and 
whoſe foreſight gain'd upon the reſt. 

_. And ſeeing ſoſuch Proteftatign was centred in the caſe of the laſt Tranſub- 
ftantiation-Teft, itaſſures the evidence of the reafonablenefs of it, overweigh'd 
the very attempt : And fo 1 take leave of the firſt Reaſon, which I have 


more 
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more diligently attended in all its moments of appearance, becauſe it is urg'd 
not only by this Author, but by the generality of the zealous for remoVin? 
the Teft-A#. And it iflues into this moſt equitable Maxim of Government ; 


"That the major part of each particular my Politick in a Nation muit jud ze, 


even as particular Perſons do,what is the beſt for the whole, And the 7: 
of Peers being Judge for it ſelf, and moſt tender of it ſelf; and the |Kins, the 
Father and Fountain of Honour, having adviſed with them, and given life to 
Law for the Suſpenſion of the Rights of thoſe Peers who neglet to take the 
Teſt ; this Law can by no means ſhake the general Rights of Peerage, or {© 
much as deſtroy, but only ſuſpends the Right of particular Peers, tl they 
yield obedience to that Law, which aCknowledging their Right expects it 
from them, and haſtens them to a compliance with it ſelf. 

And this will proportionably flow dowa upon all parts, and Perſons con- 
cern'd m the Teſt-a##. If the major part of each diſtinct Body of Men in a Na- 
tion ſhall not by their Repreſentatives freely choſen, or by the whole Body it 
ſelf ſummon'd to Parliament upon the Right of their Peerage, conclude the 
whole, by their moſt duely weigh'd,and conſidered Acts, preſented to the (tf- 
preme Power,and impreſs'd by him,there can be no poſſible reft, quiet,or de- 


' termination of humane Afﬀeairs in or rational way, or method : And all this 


being of that nature, and ſo cautiouſly ſuſpending, or preſer- /« 

ving, as in Abeyance, and not extinguiſhing any Right, It bY. Cote 
can never be ſaid to deſtroy, nor ſo much as to ſubmit to a very'Nature © 
Precariom Title, Fa#ion, or Paſſion. of Parliament, * Any Right, Parliaments.) 
much leſs the Right of Peerage, as being a Right of Blood and of Inheritance. 


I come therefore to the Biſhops ſecond Reaſon. 
Secondly it ought to be repealed, becauſe of its diſhonourable Birth, and Original ; 
#t being the firſt Born of Oates his Plot, and brought forthon purpoſe to pq = 


give Credit and Reputation to the Perjury. 


How far the Wiſdom of the Nation in Parliament ſhall concern it (elf for 
the Honour of both the Nation,and its Pariaments to give Reputation to the 
Croſs Wounds it may ſeem to have receiv'd in that unhappy Aſſair,l will not 
be ſo bold as to pry; it being an Ark of Stare that hath its Secrets and ſacred 
Retirements,nor at all wade info invidious a matter ; but: wholly wave the 
Paragraph.ifl which it is handled ; only I will conſider how far a diſhonoura- 
ble occaſion may give Birth toa Law, and the Law it felf ſtill remain in ho- 
nour , and then remark upon the little Intereft the (as the Biſhop calls it) 
Orefian Plot may have in the Teft-afF. | 

As to the Teff,all Laws have this diſhondur in their Original (if we might 
allow things of that Clafs, or Rank, to be Originals) to have ſuch reſpect to ' 
the degeneracy of humane Nature, that the Apoſtle hath ſaid ; The Law 3s not 
made for a Righteons Man but for the Lawleſs, and it is a knowa Maxitne ; Ex 
malis morebus bong naſcuntnr Leger. 
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But of ſuch manners as cou'd wer be faid 
To have been good, goods Laws have yet been mad: : 


Sic vere vertit _— _ _ 
For grant the Birth be baſe ; don't Comets riſe 
From Fogs and Vapours, fore they ſhine in Skics i 
<And atts amazing by a Peſant's Son, 
As by a Prince's, have they not been done ? 
If {o, SA. OXON 3zs (SA1 not the TEST 75) gone. 
| ————— Sic jute judicat EHMAMP ARTNOCAS. 
Ali DRAWDE REYEROFMADA. 


Laws therefore are ta be weigivd by the {erviceablene(s, and uſe they are 
of to the main ends of Vertue, Righteouſneſs and Peace, and. not by the foul- 
neſs of their occaſional Originals. + And therefore they have indeed a much 
higher Original, if wile, vertu6us and good Laws; and claim their deſcent 
trom the exemplar-Wifdom and Gocdnels,and that Eternal:Law of Reaſon, 
Truth and Equity, which. cannever be ſtain'd, or embas'd by the particular 
occalions,upon which they are Enacted, which give Being to them no other- 
wiſe, than as thoſe Divine Exmanations exert and direct themſelves againft 
thoſe contrary Evils and Vices which. they- Forbid and Puniſh : fo that the 
Birth,or Original of this Law 1s not to be-inquird into (ſuppoſe it Oats's Plot ) 
fo low as Oats's Plot, but as the Peace and Safety of a Community is provi- 
ded for by itz which is as the Arrersa; Magna, in that univerſal Law of Righ- 
teouſieſs,as it concerns humane atfairs,and as 1t is calculated for the Support 
and Security of the National Religion,againlt the Uſurpation of a Foreign Tu- 
risdiftion, a nobler part, than that any thing elfe can come in Competition 
with it- It is then a very pelty thing to weigh the goodneſs of a Law by 
the next occaſion of it ; and a manifelt Blundes upon a Nor Canſe for the True 
Cauſe, to confound an Occaſion and an Original together, 4. 


- Let us then conſider in the next place,what Intereſt the (ſa ſtyPd) Oreſian 
Plot hath in this Law : For if in ettect it ſhould prove the Firſt-born of that: 


Plot,the beginning and Excellency of its ſtrength, and that it hath not a more 
Excellent- Soul and Spirit, deſcending from above ; it might be in danger to 
be Condemrrd to the ſale Fate. But whoever conſiders the Teff it ſelf, will 
not find the leaſt Cognation,or Relation it hath to that Plot, nor that any Li- 
neaments, or Strokes of it enter into its Compoſition; ſo that however it 
might receive occaſion ſrom it, . yet the Effentials of it are ſuch Sentiments, 
as the Nation hath had for above the Taſt-hundred of years, and that it hath 
upon greateſt Judgment, Reaſon and Experience confirm'd it ſelf in : and 
_ according to ſeveral Emergencies added to its ſecurities by Law upon Law, 


againſt the Regurgitations of' that uſurpationupen it ; not barely becauſe of 


fuch Emergencies, but becaule of that Grand Rezſon, hz very Elilencs of Po- 
pery bath given it : whether therefure the particular Emergent bath had Di- 


mcaſions long and broad cnough tor the particular Laws and Conſtitutions 
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which haye been/made,was not ſo much conſider'd : But the whole Nature 
of the Evil feard, and provided againſt, being large envugh to {Upport ſuch 
Acts,. it hath-given Reaſon to all ſuch proviſions ; and that was the danger 
of the Roman Religion ReiGttling and Reinſtating it {elf in a Proteſtant Nation, 
as the Evgliſh Nation is and hath been for ſo great a ſpace. 

Thus this Laſt a# for the Tef,ſetting befercit only that ſo Full and Com- 
prehenſive Conſideration of the [ncreaſe and Danger of Pepery in this Nation, 
to which the former good Laws had proved Ineffectual, does: therefore 16 
Enact as that Act exprelles. | 

Inall which there 4s not the leaſt Reference to the ſo much Infam'd Plot, 
nor any Line looking toward it ; 'I'ill therefore there bea change in the ve- 
ry Ellential Nature of Popery, and a perfect Nullity of all the Fears ariſing 
from it made evident; there muſt be 'Vhis, 'or That particular Accidental 
Cauſe quickning the Legiſlative power of the Nation to branch” out it (elf into 
more and more, and further and further particular Laws,” that may more 
eftectually reach the intended Point, agd be new in the Particulars; obſer- 
ving where former Pzoviſions were deficient and inefficacious : which new 
Laws are not to be charged upon the leſſer Accidental Cauſes, but on the 
Irreconcileableneſs of Popery, and its Growth to the peace and welfare of 
a Proteftant Nation. And ſo I have finiſhed what I think neceſſary upon 
the Biſhop's ſecond Reaſon, to ſhew how 1ncoricluding it is for the Abrogating 
of the Teſt. 


T proceed now tothe Third Reaſon. 
| : . "5 
© The Teſt ought to be repeald, becauſe of the incompetent 
« Authority,by which it was enacted, for it is a Law of an Eccle- Real. 3. 
&* fjaſtick Nature, made without the Authority of the Church, 
* contrary to the Practice of the Chriſtian World in all Ages, &c. 

. * 1. This Reaſon reſts. upon. theſe two Principal Pillars, that the Power 
* of making Decrees concerning Divine Veritics, is a Legiſlative Power,given 
«as. the higheſt att of Government by Chriits Commiſſion, to the Officers of 
© his own-Kingdom, upon which the whole Fabrick ofthe Chriitian Church 
& hath hitherto ſtood, and is to ſtand'to the end of the World), and without 
«which, it muſt run into canfuſion ;. and that toentrench upon' this, Prero- 
* sative of the Hbly Catholick Church, is to depofe.Chriſt from his Throne, 
« by diſowning; neglecting, and aitronting his Commiſtionto his Catholick 
« Church ; ſo that this Power cannot be uſurped without Sacriledge and 
* Rlaſphemy, andſuch a daring Invaſion of Chritts Kingdom, as that nothing 
*more imports Chriſtian Kings .and Governours, than to be wary and cautt- 
Fous:bow they.lay hands upan 1b. '- 3 6 
{z* 2.::'That-* the. Biſhops: ſitting inthe Houſe of Lords, and ( tor their 
* ſhame) conſenting to this Law, is not ſutfticient to make this ;Law an 
«* act of Church Authority ; becaul? it ought to have been firit mane 
= (Ne! 
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* their own proper Autkority, without ahy Lay Concurrence, and then to 
** have come into Parliament, and as they judged fit, to have been abetted 
*© with Temporal Penalties, a Prafticenever violated, but by d4poftares and 
© Rebel Parliaments, And laſtly becauſe Particular Bifhops fit not in Parlia- 
* went by Power deriv'd from our Bleſled Saviour, but by the meer Grace 
* and Favour of the King, fo that the exerciſing any Eccleſiaftical Authority in 
*that place is ſcandalouſly to betray,as much as in them lies,the very being 
* of a Chriſtian Church, and profanely to pawn the Biſhop to the Lord; and 
© laſtly becauſe the Eccleſiaſtical Power is by the.Law of England ſettled in 
© Convocation, and therefore to enatt any thing of an Eecclefiaſtical Nature 
* without their conſent is to beiray the Rights of the Church of England, as 
* by Law Eſtabliſh in particular,as well as of the Church Catbolick in general. 
« But as a Check and Limitation to all this, the Epiſcopal Author inter- 
* poſes; the Civil Power may reſtrain the Exerciſe of this Ecclefieftical Pre- 
© rogative, as they ſhall judge meet for the Ends of Peace,and the Intereſt of 
« the Common Wealth, and puniſh it too at their own diſcretion, if it ſhall 
« at any time entrench upon the Power of the State, and it may prevent,or 
* correct abuſes, | 
I have thus collected the ſtrength of this whole Reaſon, without omitting 
any thing, I could think material ; I have alſo ſubjoyned the Limitation, that 
it may be of the uſe the Author deſigned it, and may alſo be conſidered in 
its place to our purpole. - 
"There are three Expreſſions, I deſire in modeſty and reverence to this R. 
R. Author to draw a Veil over, 1. That Peremthetic (to their ſhame) viz. the 
Biſhops ſhame, who conſented to the Tef-Law,becauſe it ſeems ſo much to 
confine on ſpeaking Evil of Dignities ; and for the ſame Reaſon, 2. upon that, 
(Except by Apoſtates,and Rebel-Parliaments,) as alſo becauſe F would not know 
the direct meaping of thoſe words, but go backward to.caſt a covering over 
them. 3. On thoſe words, I draw the Curtain; ( profanely pawn the Biſhop to 
the Lord) leſt they ſeem rather, fit to be retired among the Biſhops Ludicra. 
But to the main purport and ſtreſs of the Argument, I ſhall undertake to 
rejoyn theſe Aﬀſertions. 
7. That there is no fuch Legiſlative Power given by Commiſſion from 
Chriſt to his Church, or made the Foundation of it. | 
2. That all ſuch Pretenſions of Church-Power drawn from the Practice 
of the Chiſtian Church, are very invalid. | 
3. That the Law of the Tyf isnot a Law of an Ecclefaffik Nature. 
4. And if it were, the Church of England hath done enough in Convwecati- 
ez, and other Church-Atts to ſupport it. | 
5. "That the Preſence of the Biſhops in Parliament not proteſting againſt it, 
are ſufficient proof of the two laſt Aertions. | | 


6. That according to the Bjſkep's own Limitation of Chureb-Power ; it 


muſtremain a good and necelfary Law, and for which the Parliament had 
Competent Authority. | 
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I begin with the firſt. 1. That there is no ſuch Legiſlative Power, 
given by Commiſſion from Chriſt to his Church,or made the Foun. 
dation of it, which may be demonſtrated in this manner. 

This Legiſlative Power of the Church is moſt contrary to that Holy Book, 
from whence we derive our Chriſtian Sacred Religion, and to the ſoundeſt 
Reafon guided by that; for by that there is, nor can be any Legi/lativePow- 
er in matters of Divine Verity but what is immediately from Heaven, either 
by Voice from thence, or by the Miniftery of Angels, or by immediate In- 
ſpiration given to Holy Men, Prophets and Apoſtles, and conſigned by them in- 
to the Holy Writings we call Scriptures, All which after-Rewvelations are 
to be tryed, and Teſted by their compare with, and Agreement to former 
Revelations, as is moſt manifeſt in all parts of Scripture ; and by the conſtant 
and continual Appeal of the Old Teſtament to the New : So that this prerop a= 
tived, Legiſlative Church, that is pleaded into fo highand ratnpant a Power, 
that All-ſeeming wavings of its Authority muſt be an Invaſion of Chriſt's 
Kingdom. a Depiſing of Him, an affronting bis Commiſſion, ſmells ſtrong of the 
Pride and Ambition of that Cry, which, firſt, as a Czty, and then as a Church 
hath always aſpir'd, to have # Kingdom over the Kings of the Earth; as alfo 
of the Luciferian Aſcent of the Beaſt that carries it, with and upon which, I 
doubt not, the Sgcriledge and Blaſphemy will be found : Iho exalts himſelf 
above all that us calledGod, or, worſhipped, who fittoth in the Temple of God,ſhew- 
ing Himſelf that be is God. 

But to us, there is but owe Law-giver, ho is able to ſave and to deſtroy. One 
Father, whois in Heaven; One Maſter, who is Chriſt, and all we are Brethren; 
One Legiſlative-Lord ; and the chiefeſt in his Church are Servants, Miniſtring his 
VVord in the Scriptures, the onely law of Divine werities. And therefore in this 
Prerogative-ſenſe, dare not reccive the title aff Maſters, or Fathers; nor can 
thoſe who receive the Law of Chriſt, made evident from the Scriptures to be 
his Law, by their Miniftery, upon ſuch Miniftration yield them therefore the 
Names of Maſters, or Fathers in a Legiſlative ſenſe, For they know, they 
ought to Preach Chrift the Lord ; and themfehves onely Servants for Chrift's ſake, 
that rhey have no Dominion over theFaith of Chriſtians, ( who are however 
called the Laity, yet are Chrifts Clerws,) but only are Enſamples of the Flock 
who attends the motion of the ebjef Shepherd, the Lamb, Chriſt Feſus , whi- 
therſoever he goes, and will not follow Strangers. 

Princes, and States by Light offered them by the Miniferial labours, and 


Aſſert. t- 


| ſervices of the Biſhops, and Elders of the Church, who labour in the VVord,and 


Do#rineare to direct their Power according to that Light they receive by 
ſuch Miniſtrations, but together, and not without ther own ſearch, inte 
Scriptures, and conſtant meditation therein. | 

| And the People are to obey in Agreement with that Law, and the word of 
Chriſt ; which they are to know for themſelves in that Light. diffas'd by the 
preaching of the word to them in ſeaſon andout of ſeaſon, which, I ſay, they are 
70 know for themſelves, and not cthers for them, by the deep reſearch of their 
own minds into Scripture, to ſee whether things are ſo, or not, For wiſdombath 
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writtes to them, - even tothem, as may be ſeen by all the Epiſtles of the Apoſtles; 
that they might know the certainty of the words of truth, and have their truſt in 
the Lord, and not an Tzplicit Faith\in Men, and might be able by apologies for 
the hope that is in them, to anſwer the words of Truth to thoſe, who ſend to them 
either in a way of advice, or challenge. | w; 

Whatever is contrary to this undoubted evidence of Ne Word of God, and 
ſound Reaſon, ſeeing every one mult give'an account of himſelf to God, as well as 
thoſe, who are:ſ+t ever. them,- who by faithful Oifers.of Truth diſcharge them- 
ſelves, whatever, I fay, is:{5 propos'd, 'as by a Catholick' Church, and its pre- 
rogative, 1 aſſirm-ſavours of that intoxicating Cup of Abominations in the hand 
of that Sorcereſs, that calls her ſelf the Mzſtreſs of Churches, and would St 
the Lady of the Chriſtian World, and of the power that bears it, who under 
pretence of the Kingdom of Chit undermines it,and hath,in the unſearchable 
{judgment of -God delay'd, thus long its appearance toall the World ; and 
1s tne Baalam lofty Prophet of that Romſh Pergamus. 3: 

2. 'The pretended practice of the Church of God in all Ages, can give 
no preſidency in this Caſe, beyond what is thus aſſerted ; For in the times 


of the Old Teſtament, Religious Princes, did by the general advice, and Do- 


&trine of the Prophets, and of thoſe Prieſts who kept their Faith ro the Law 0 
God, themſelves govern, and reform according to that of which each King 
was to have a Copy Writt. » by himſelf, which was tobe 4: him, and he was 
fo read it all the days of his Life, Thathe' might Learn to fear the 

Deut.17. Lord his God, and to keep bis Laws.” And whereas in that prece- 
| dent Law, enquiry of the Prieſt in the place God ſhould chooſe, was 
commended ; it plainly infinuates, the divine Reſponſes, God gave at that time 
by the Urim and 'Thummim, immediately. from himſelf were mtended, but 
yet all was tobe founded in the VVrirten Law, there al-was to be ſhown;and 
from thence to be learnt, or not to be-regeived; no. not under a power of 

ſeeming Miracles, Deut. 12. A 

In the firſt times of Chriſtianity, for three hundred years, there were no 
Chriſtian Adagiftrates, who would wait for the Churches Oracle's... But for. the 
Determination of the Church without a Lay-Concurrence, it is moſt apparently 
oppolite to that grand'inftance of the fir/\Conncil, wherein the people (if any) 
diſtinguiſhingly ſtyl'd the Church; and who made moſt maniteſtly one of the 
E/zates, (it Imay fo exprel$ it) in the whole conc;ary management ; The A- 
poſtles, the Elders, the Brethrep 3 and the whole Conſultation, ,and :Determi- 
nation May *d upon'the Poles of exprels,Scriplure, as will be moſt viſible to 
any enquirer into thoſe conciliary. 4s; For hethat runs may read, ACS 15. © 
In the days of that firſt and moſt Religious Emperonr Conſtantine, although 
he; as all pious Princes, and Chriftians would, receiv'd light from the 1Mz- 
niſters of ſacred truth, yet ſo. that he usd his own judgment together with 
it; deploring the weaknefles he obtery'd among thele who ſecrs'd to be 
pillars. of light, but yet it muſt be acknowledg\d, that thar- Apoftaſie, the My- 
ftery of. miquity,” that began to work, in the Apoſtles days, was well grown up, 
and 


| 00 ov. &."L z 
. 2 1 oY * " b 
- »'Z = ny. 4 "2 <* 
b + as » ®. +4 _ _ 


8 C 32 
"4 þ W y - ”" as 2 a % - 
7 «x... 4 3..." Tom» KC. 

” ag w D 


4 
of av” nn a — 


3.46 yo > SA 
w. __—_ - £ 
” p n% 5 4 
” & Mp > — 4 SS..57 
PA -* ov 3 4 i 


(ur) 


and advanc'd, and a Legiſlative Church was Towring up its Power in the 


_ Chriltien World at that very«ime. 


But it is undoubted, There is nothing {o ancient, as Divine Truth inthe 
Law, and in the Teltimony, conſenting with that Law of Reaſon Engraven 
in mans Heart, and to theſe we muſt go ; For whatſocver ſpeaks not according to 
theſe, thereis no Morning tozt, nor from it; but a Night, even to a Midnight, 
enſues upon it, what Antiquity ſoever it pretends to. 

3. That 1 may yet give a more direct Anſwer to this Reaſon, the Teſt- 
Ad is not a Law of an Eccleſsffical Nature ; For it is only an Exploration, 
and Touch upon Perſons, whether they are Romaniſts, or not: It is no 
Canonical Determination of the Point of Tranſubſtantiation, it binds no Decree 
with a Spiritual, or Eccleſiaſtical Anathema, or Excommunication ; WHh\C| arc 
of the Etſence of Eccleſcaſtical Laws,. as they have been always Solemniz'4, 
an4 Ratified in the Chriftian- Antichriſtianizing World upon light occations, 

But this Teff preſumes T'wo Things, ſuppos'd before to be ſufficiently 
certain. r. That no Remaniſt will deny his Tranſubſtartiation, nor conſent, 
that his Invocation of the Virgm Mary, and of 9ther Saints, and that the Sz- 
crifice of the Maſs is Superſtiticus and Idolatrous. The Teſt does not derermine, 
nor pretend Canonically to Define of the!e Things ; it only propoſes this, 
as a certain Diſcovery of the Votaries of a Foreign Church;nor does it mind to 
decide the Truth of thoſe Matters : It1is enough to it, to know, who do, 
or who do not aſlent to their preſumed Truth, and thereby to diſcover 
Men, not to Decree points of Faith. 

2. Nor is it Eccl:faſtick, but purely Civil, and pertaining to t1e State only; 
whom it will judge ſafe tocommit the Afairs of this Nauoa unto, and into 
what Hands to entruſt its Intcre'ts ; and having by no more thaa a hundred 
years experience, deemed it not ſafe for a Proteſtant Nation to be overgrown 
by a Papal Power, it hath thus Reſolved, and Enated ; not at that Time en- 
quiring after the Truth of the "Things, concern'd in the Te; but ſatisfied 
with the Aſſurance, that a Roman Catho/1:k (as heis calld) will not afſe:tt to 
them, as they are there laid. Winch are here only takea notice of, as mat- 
ters of State; and their Doctrinal Truth .t ſuppoies elſewhere to have been 
ſulficicatly Atcertain'd, as faall be afterward conlider'd. 

4. For indeed the Churco of England hath both in Convecation, in conti- 
nual printed Maniteltatio:s of its icale, in daily preachings, ant min:ſftroti- 
ons of the truth of tbe werd of Ged, abunganily, and beyond all Controverſie 
oped, explained, and alicricd conceriing theie things out of and accor- 
ding to Scripture, fo that not m a Huaane Light, or Determination, but in 
the very Beams of Scripture, and D:iwineTruth, which are plain!y ty be ſeen 
ſtrcaming from the fumtain of !;gh: the 0r4 of God, there 1s warrain:y enough 
without any Izva(ſim upon Chr:i/t's Kingdom, or the Rights of the Offcers of 
it, (fappofing them what we can ſuppoſe them) for a Parliament lately to 
proceed as it ad ; ſupported by as many Aflurances, as it could dclire ; 
tat if the Lips of the Aniſtry of the rakes of Fugland preſerv'd KNOWIETTE, 
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ang that rhe Law 32s to be enquired at its'Momb ; the Reſolution of that 
Church, in all thoſe caſes, was ſufhciently known; and no injury could be 
done to it. _ | 

5. Of this the preſence of the Biſhopsin Parliament, not Remonſtrating, nor 
Proteſting againſt this Law, his conſenting (however the Author judges it to 
their ſhame) are ſecurity enough : "That they underſtand the Tef-Law to be 
ng Invaſion of the Rights. of the Church, but according to the whole Doe&rine 
and Government of it, as by Law eſtabliſhed. 

For ſeeing, as hath been before argued, every .Body, nor-Efate of Men in 
Parliament knew (© quick and feeJingly for themſelves, and ſpecially ſuch a 
Body as the Epiſcopacy of a Nation ; it can never be ſuppos'd they would, as 
by a common Conſpiracy, agree to betray their own Rights and Priviledg- 
es, having at hand always that freedom of entring their Proteſtations ot 

Vitſent, So that although it is acknowledg'd, they fit in Parlrament by the 
Grace of the King, and by the Conſtitution of Engliſh Parliaments, and not by 
Power deriv'd trom Chriit, nor as a Convocation according to the Laws 6 
England in that caſe ; yet it is always to be forethought that they. fit with 
their Undettandings, with their Conſciences, with their Senſes, with their 
SentiMments of Self- preſervation about them : and that therefore they would 
not be Felones de ſe, by conſenting to the Deſtruction of their nobleſt Rights ; 
and on accouat of which, they are judgd worthy to fit as an Efate, and to- 
Vote in Parliament, Viz. as Biſhops of the Church of Jeſus Chriſt. 

6. But laſtly, it can never be underſtoor, but that according to ths Bi- 
ſhops own limitation, (if that be the Standard) of Church-Power and Prero- 
gative, or his ſetting up another Power and Prerogative tO mute it ; the Par- 
kament have well done in this Teff-Law. 

For ſeeing the Civil Power may reſtrain the Exerciſe of Eccleſiaſtical 
Prerogative, as they ſhall judg meet for the ends of Peace, and the Intereſt o 
. the Commonwealth, and may puniſh it too, at their own diſcretion, if it ſhall at 
any time intrench upon the Prerogative of the State, and that it may prevent 
or corre} Abuſes; who can determine, whether the States have not done 
according to what they might and ought to do, in preventing and corrett- 
ing Abuſes : Forif they may prevent and correct Abules, they. muſt be able 
to judge of them; they muit determine when they lye,they muſt judge alſo 
of the beſt means to prevent them. . And what more liable to ſuch judgment 
of Abuſes, and to undergo-the beſt and moſt effeftual methods of Prevention, 
than the things to be declard againſt in the Tef; as ſhall be manifeſtly 
prov'd in the following Reaſon. And ſeeing that upon theſe” very. accounts 
It is notorious, that even in this Nation Church Power and Prerogative hath 
ſwoln beyond all bounds, and entrench'd witha vengeance upon the Power 
of the State; why then may not the State continue the correction and puniſh- 
ment of it by Aftcr-atts (fecing the Biſhop allows theſe puniſhments at their 
own diſcretion) and reſtrain and lock down men ?. Certainly all the Avenucs 
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ts ſuch an Exerciſe and FI of that Power, that they have found 
1 all Ages ſo deltruCtive to the Peace and Irereft of the Commonwealth. 

and here I cannot but reflect upon the ſtrange Irzeconcileableneſs of the 
Biſhops Church-Prerogativs,and of the Civil Power,as he hath ſtated it, Forthat 
ſuch a Seeing Fudging Prerogativeand Legiſlative Power,that can alter, make De- 
erees conceruing Dwvine Y.r:itier ſhould not know how to keep within its own 
bounds, nor fo to learn its Power, but that it muſt be reſtrain'd for the e245 
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4 of Peace, and the Intereſt of the Commonwealth, and be puriſh's too at diſcretion * 
Wy for its aptneſs to preſume, and to en'rench upon the Power of the State ; 
nay,and beyond all this,to be lo extravagant, that its Abuſes may have need 
1 to be prevented and corrected. 

| Who can imagine, Jeſas Chriſt ſhould be ſo nearly concern'd in ſuch a 
ad 


Preropative and Legiſlative Power, as to be diſown'd, nepleftted, affronted, if 
that he be Chriſt riſen, and that the uſurpation of it ſhould lie fo near 
Sacriledge and Blaſphemy, as that his Kingdom ſhould be invaded, and him- 
ſelf depoſed ; and on ſuch an account, that it ſhould be ſuch a Seeing and 
Holy Catholick Church ; and yet that this C:wilpower that is ſupposd to know 
ſo little in Divine Verities, may bind its bands, puniſh, prevent, corrett ith 
abuſes, What muſt Chriſt, ſo cloſely mpornned in it, fuffcr in the mean_ 
time 2 What kind of Kingdow and Power is here allow'd in the mean time ? 
What Governour would accept fuch a Power as this of Chriſts ? Or how can 
the King of Kings, Lord of Lords, Prince of the Kings of the Earth, be ſuch an 
Underling ? 

- Certainly this is a Precarious Power, witha witneſs: Surely in this ſtate 
of things, there muſt be a moſt profane pawn 'ng the Biſhop madced' to the Lor4,or 
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7 low can ever one Firmament bear two ſuch Suns, or the Conſtiences of 

\* Man ever be at reſt between them both ? or ſerve to ſuch Maſters ? 'They 
6 mult adhere to one, and deſpiſe the other ; But ſince the Biſhop mult be reveren- 

b ced as a Man of Senfe and Reaſon, certainly it cannot be the Roman Holy 


Catholick Church, that may be thus treated by the Civil Power ; nor is it any 
Proteſt avit Civil Prince,or State, that hath theſe Powers, but only a Ceſar, or 
State of the Roman Charater, Image and Superſcription hath this Power, and 
only on Proteſtant Churchesunder their dominion.” 

And fo | paſs with the Fatigue of this confounding, perplexing Reaſon,and 
come to the laſt but longeft Reaſon, which I ſhaK yet but in brief conſider. 

«The fourth Reaſon for which the Tef#-a# ought to be repealed, is, be- 
* cauſe of the uncertainty and falihood of the matters contained in the De- 
« claration it fſclf, as, | 

Firſt, © That there is no Tranſubſtantiation in the Sacrament of our Savi- 


W « ours Body and Blood. 
N And Secondly, © "That the Invoration of Saints, and of the Mother of God, 
W «18 Idslatry. 


This reaſon ſo plainly divided by the Bop intd its two parts, that of 
Tranſubſtantiation, and that of Invocation of Saints, and of the Mother of 
| God, muſt be diſtinctly conſidered, 
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But before I proceed upon either of them, I mut needs objet, That this 
Teſt is not fairly quoted, for in ſo great a concern every word ought to have 
its due place, and no pretence of: keeping the ſubitance, will jultifie the ya- 
riation of an Tea from the very Letter, except my apprehenſion exceedingly 
deceiveme ; the ſence is much more injured, than the Letter is varied : In- , 
deed the Author hat h been ſo fair, as to prefix the Text of the 4, that his 
unfair Repetition may be convinced by 1t; but the unwary, or unthinking 
*Reader, may eaſily ſlide mto EFreour by it, one being in the Title-Pape, 
where it may miſs being contidered, the other in the body of the Book. Ob- 
ſerve then the diterence betwixt the Text of the Teft and the Biſhop's Quo- 
tation; the Teſt runs thus : T believe there is no, &c. The Biſkop Quotes as a 
Propolition, There 3s mo, CC. It may be a much more uncertain Propofition, 
and a more liable to talthood, - to affirm, there is no Tranſubſtantiation in the 
Sacrament of our Saviour's Body and Blood, than to ſay, I do beleive, 'There 
1s none;and ſo proportionably,T bekeve,is to be ſupplied to the ſecond member 
of the Dec/zration, viz. And Þbelerve, that the Inweention or Adoration of, &fc. 

. Now although, I make no doubt, that every Chriſtian ought to be fully 
allured of the propoſitions themſelves, to be declared in the Teft ; yet, plain 
and down-r:ght Doctrinal Propoſitions are not the proper ſulyjetts of ſolemn: 
ſencere Profeſſion, Teſtification, and Declaration in the preſence of God. _ 

But fuch folezzn ſincere Profeſſions, Teſtifications, and Declarations, properly 
fall upon the belzef of a Man's mind ; which he knows, and hath judgement 
of, as a rational Man, becauſe they are within him ; for the Apoſtle tells 
us, The ſpirit of 2 Mm knows the things that are within him. Sothat a Man's 
belief, (hat is within him, may be-well declared and teſtified, even as all mat- 
ters of ſenſe and of truit ? and becauſe they are within him; known only 
to himſelf ; There are therefore many juſt occaſions to declare and treſtifre it 
to others: Of which the denial of Lawful Authority, as a qualification for 
oY of Truſt and Power, are juſtly to be accounted among the prin- 
cipal. 

"And this. very obſervation, (as it is plain, and grounded on undeniable 
evidence by a compute of the words of the Teff, ſet down by the Biſhop: 
himſelf, in the 73tle-page. and Fourth Reaſon, page 9.) does indeed make vain, 
frivolous, and. of no poilible avail, or ſo much as ſignificancie- All that 
follows, as to the Teſt, which is the thing in queſtion, and under debate, 
and brings it into this narrow compaſs, Whether perſons ſo devoted to the 
Faith of the Church of Rome, may for the exds:of Peace, and the Intereſ# of 
a Proteſtans Commonwealth, be tecluded from Power, and- truſt by the con- 
ſent of the major part of their own particular Bodies, and of each other Body, 
or Eſtate of the Nation, and the Supreme Prince alſenting, in ſo conſidera- 
ble and ſolemn an AF, as an A& of Parliament mult needs be ; which hath 
been already diſcours'd, - 

For which ſoever ſide of the Propoſitions ſhould be true, yet ſtill, what 
a Man within himſelf belzeves, he truly knows, and truly may deelare and 


teſt ifee : 


(-15 ) | 
reſtifie : And the buſineſs of the Teſt is not to determine, as hath heen ſaid, 
s which part of either of the Propoſitions is true ; but what belief cach perion 
4 admitted to Truſt, aud Power is of; that ſo the Nation, as Proteſtant, may 
\ conſult its own ſafety againſt the growth of Popery into a National ſtrength 
and intereſt, and further confirms all that hath been ſaid, 'That it is no Ec- 
ar gore Af, but a pure perfect Magiltratick, At, as Adminiſtring an Oath 

in all other caſes concerning the Truſt of matters of Faith is. 

So that the affirming, that thoſe two Propoſitions are by this Law to be 
folemmly and ſincerely in the Preſence of God, Proteſted, Teſtified and Declared, 
1s a down-right untaithfulneſs (not to ſay, out of reverence to the Author, 
Falſhood) in the very ſight of the Sun, in the ſight, if I may {o ſpeak, ofthe 
Front iſpieoe of the Book ; which Title=Page gives of neceſſity the Lie to this 
Ninth page ; and is enough to diſcredit, and to call into juſt ſuſpicion the 
badneſs of the whole Cauſe, that this is ſo ſincerely handled by a perſon of 
ſuch a Character of Dignity, and Sacredneſs of Office, as a Chritian Biſhop 
'who ought to do fo much otherwiſe. 

But this is not all the unfaithfulneſs of the Epiſcopal Author; in recounting 
the Teſ# he 1s arguing againit ; for whereas the Declaration in the At runs 
thus, © 1 believe, that in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, there is not any 
* Tranſubſtantiation of the El:ments of the Bread and Wine into the Body and 
© Blood of Chriſt, &c. The Biſhop repreſents his Propoſition thus : © That 
! there is no Tranſubſtantiation in the Sacraments of our Saviour's Body and 
©Blood. Now it is caſie for every perſon, that does but in the leaſt apply 
his mind toit, to perceive, that the Tef# leaves it free to every perſon to 
frame any Myſtical, Spiritual, Analogical, Figurative ſenſe in his own thoughts 
concerning Tranſubſtantiation ; and which may ſufficiently fatishe and ex- 
hauſt the ſenſe of more than moſt words of the Greek Fathers import, for it 
is obſeryable, they have no word ſtridtly Greek for Tranſubſtantiation. And 
only foreprize's that ſo monſtrous contradiction to all our Faculties, is the 
X Tranſubſtantiation of the Elements into the Body and Blood of Chriſt. 
g And whereas the Teſt runs thus : © And that the Inwocation and Adoration 
3 *of the Virgin Mary,. er any other Saint, and the Sacrifice of the Maſs, as 
* they are now uled in the Church of Rome, are Superſtitions and Idolatrous. 
\ The Biſhop thus : © Kat the Irwocation of the Mother of God, and of Saints, 
*s *is Llolatrous. Leaving out Adoration, as in the Church of Rome, and for 
Superſtitious and 1dolatrows, putting in the word, is Idelatrous. But although 
greater exaQtnels in this Propoſition, had been more becoming ; yet I mult 
confeſs in my own ſenfe, the. Amgunt is the ſame, 

© Theſe things being thus adjuſted, how empty of ſound Senſe and Rea- 
*{on muſt that T'ragical Harangue, that follows, be in ; of the Monſtrouſ- 
*neſs, and Inhumaneneſs of the Barbarity, that could never have entered 
*into the Thoughts of any Man, but the Infamous Author, to oblige the 
* whole Nobility of a Nation to ſwear to the Truth of ſuch abſtruſe and. 


' uncertain Propoſitions, which they neither Do, nor Can, nor Ought to un« 
| © derſtandl 3. 
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« derſtand ; and this upon the Penalty of deteiing the Priviledges of their 
* Airthright. | BOP 

* Of the ſame Nature is, that which comes after, for what immediately 
© follows, I wlll be, as uncertain in, as the Argument it ſelf is, as aiſo un ts 
* two farnous Burgeſſes of Oxon. 

* But thoſe Words, (viz. what is meant by Tranſubſt antiation is altogether 
© unknown to the Nobility, and Gentry of the Nation, being only the Wars 
* between Schoolmexn, who have quarrelled about nothing more, than the 


'© Notion of Tranſubftantiation: And that therefore it is more uncapable to 


+© impote _ the Nobility and Gentry of the Nation, to Abjure a thing #1at 
*is morally impoſſible for them to underſtand ; and therefore it muſt be| a 
* profane Afront ta Almighty God in whoſe Preſence they Swear, and ſhews 
n Men will Sweay to any thing before the Searcher of Hearts, rather than 
© loſe any Worldly intereſt) are to be caſt into the main Heap. 

Together with all this, an Appeal is ſubjoyn'd tothe Hoour25!e Members 
of both Howſes, whether they have any diſtinCt 1Jea, ornotion intheir minds, 
about what they Renownce ; and if every Man gave his own account of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, it would be a Babel. 

This is what is declaim'd with relation to the firſt Propoſition, oa which 
Fallacy the Hiſtorical Account of Tranſubſtantiation, delignd certainly on 
purpoſe to amuſe, for it doth not add one C#bit to the Sratureof the Argu- 
ment, beyond what is here ſumm'd up. 

Taking therefore tke words of the Te# as they ftand in the Teſ# it (elf ; 
I will ſum up the Anſwer in theſe two Heads. 

I. That - all the Abſtruſeneſs, Darkneſs, and difficulty in the Notion of 

Tranſubſtantiatiation, and this Biſhops amuſing Hiſtory of it, doth not 
a oe prejudice the reaſonablensſs of the Tef, but make it more 
reaſonable. | | 


IL Thatthie very Point of Tranſubſtantiation is the moſt reaſonable of all 


others, to. ſettle the Te upon, and the more reaſonable, becauſe of 


the difficulty of that Notion. | 

r. Let the tirit be conſider'd with Relation to the moſt Unknowing, and 
Uninquiring Men of all, who can be ſupoogd to be concern'd in the taking 
the Te#. And after the word made common Exgliſh to them, which very 
ordinary uſe does to molt Men in the Nation, much more to any likely to be 
concern'd, whether they: can ſonnd the Word, or hammer the Notion or 
| not, # not material; For ſtill, what is more caſie than to declare their Be- 
lief according to their Senſes; and that the Bread and Wine that they ſee 
before the Words of Conſecration, and in which they are agreedly not miſta- 
ken, are the ſame Bread and Wine -aftcr Conſecration, Who would be 
afraid to declare and profeſs, they believe it ſo? and that it is unchang'd, 
Untranſubſtamziated into the Fleſh, and Blood of a Human Body. Let a Man 
be Unprejudic'd, Unprepoſleſs'd, and what the leaſt ſhade. of doubt could 
fall upon him in this Matter ? Call in Thouſands together, to obſerve the 
Progreſs from the beginning to the end of the Celebration ; And would 


7 | 
they not con{cnt upon Oath, that chey fully believed there was no ſuck 
Tranſuoſtantiaiion ? Let but their minds be free, undiſturb'd, unperplex'd, and 
the whole world of Touch, of Taſte, of Sight, of Hearing (fo far as hearing can 
have intereſt in the trial) would be at perfect agreement concerning it, their 
mindsand underitandings jndging by the ſenſes alike in all. 

Let ſuch perſons hear there are many Diſputes,and much variety of Opi- 
nions concerning it ; and how lictle would it affett them, except with won- 
der at the folly and madneſs of any difference ? 

Andlet them know,ſfome of the wiſeſt and moſt learned” men in the World 
are of their Opinion, or rather of their Knowledge, by their ſenſes,although 
there are others of a contrary Opinion, men of Name too for Knowledge 
and Learning ; and it is caſie to know woe minds they woald bz of, viz. 
of theirs whoſe Learning and Senſes go together. 

Thus let the thing be brought within the Verge of Scripture-julrment,and 
upon that fo very controverted ; This is my Bady, and diſcuſſed before the 
moſt plata and inartificial apprehenſions ; and let the general manner of Ser j- 
pure expreſling it ſelf oft in familiar Figures be laid before them ; They 
would cafily conclude on the ſide of their Senſes, and that Scriptnre inten - 
ded no violence on their Faith, againſt their Senſes, on the fide of 10 incre- 
dible a change of the Elements into a Humane Body. 

Nothing but the charms orinchantments rather of a'falſe Religion,and the 
Sorcery of it, which are the things to be diſcover'd by the Te, the ſlavery 
cf an implicit Faith, (except under the terror of a ſevere Perſecution, for a 
contrary Perſwaſion) can endanger any mans falling into tuch an unaccoune 
table, wilful, profelſed blindneſs. | 

The Tef therefore requires not only the eaſieſt, moſt unperplexed Aﬀent, 
Belicf and-Declaration, but that which all Mankind with violence runs into 
(if not bewitcht with Superſtition} upon the leaft motive of apprehenſion 
about the matter, 

2.” If ſenſe goes thus far with the plaineſt and moſt unthinking men, how 
much more doth Reaſon and rational Faith affure the thinking and intelli- 
gent ? who not only by Senſe determine the Bread is Bread, and the Wine: 
Wine, but know, it can be no ather, and the. whole circle of Abſurds, that 
crowd in upon the change into the Body and Blood of Chriſt, that have been 
ſo often arang'd againſt ſuch a Figment, encompaſs them, that with higheſt 
reaſon and allurance, they can declare there Belicf, as the Law of the Teſt 
requires them to do, 

Whatever then may be the various ſhapes this Protexs, or Camelion of 
Tranſubſtantiation hath put on throughout the long Hiſtory of the Metamor- 


phosd Nation, whatever dreſs of Repreſentation, the Eloquence of the Fa- 


thers, the Canon of the Ecclefiaſtics, or the Difficiles Nuge or the vain curioſ1- 
ties and {ubtilties of the School-men have Attyr'd it in; the fincere honeſt 
ntind, and the intelligent Chriſtian, leaving all the cramping Dithculties of 
Tranſubſtantiation to its Slaves, can declare freely with the Teſ#, There 1s not 
any Tranſubſtantiation of the Elements of read and Wine, in the Lords Sup- 


per, into the Body and Blood of Chritt, Whatever ſpiritual Conmnenen 
| | | there 


I 


there may be between Chrit in his Dearth, and the true Believer,. is moſt 
humbly in the mean time owned and prayed for : which is the ficſt' thing 
that was to be ſhewn, | 

The ſecond Head is, That the very point of Tra»/ub/tantiation, is of all 
others the moit reaſonable to ſettle the Teſ# upon, and the moregreaſu- 
nable in all regards, becauſe of the fo exceeding dithculty of the Notion. 

1. What can a civil Power have greater indignation againſt, or be more 
willing to ſettle upon, as an excluſive Teft of all from places of Honour, 
Trutt and Power ; than the being Yaſtals to ſuch an Impoſture as deſtroys 
all the Truth and Certainty- that is in the World : Who 'can be believ'd 
upon Oath, (which the Apoſtle ſays is the end of all ſtrife) if there be no 
more tredit to ſenſe, . than that Bread may be a humane Body, and Wine 


Blood, though it hath all the evidences to ſenſe poſſible, it is whatiit judges - 


it to be,. and that is Bread ? And what more heed can be given to Reaſon, 
if its main Foundations can be thus overturn'd, ſo that all the principles of 
Government, and humane Converſe are overthrown. What may not ſuch 
Bigots be ſcrew'd into, who leave themſelves naked of the defences of Senſe 
and Reaſen, at the Command of a Tyrannick Church, and Pope, and become 
meer Tools in ſuch Hands : Who can concredit to them the Intereſt of 
their Country, who couch down like Afies under ſuch a Burden, and efpe- 
cially. for a Notion fo dark and ſlippery, that no one knows where 
t-) have it. And what would become of humane Commerce, if ſuch 
things multiplied ? pu 

2. Upon Trarſubſtantiation, the Teſt-A& doth moſt deſervedly fall ? 


becauie, when the foundations of general Reaſon, and common ſenſe. 


are laid, Religion, and the Reaſog, and Honour of that, as it is Na- 
Aional, comes next to be confiderd, that it may bear up it ſelf, and 
mvite both the People of the Nation, and even the Natzozs round about, 
1902 jult veneration of it : But Tranſub/fantiation being made the great, and 
nott tremendous A;ſeery of the Roman Religion, yet carrieth in the very 


nudgmcnt of ſente, tne Countenance, mean, and appearance of the moit ' 
notorious Cheat, and Juggle, that the' Name of Religion ever offercd to 


the World ; for there being a moit contemptible, poor, and low outſide 
only, without the leaſt of Power, or Fuitlance, or any the thinneſt reſem- 
blance of a A/racle'; demands a_Belief of the Highelt, and moſt conſtant 
Afracle, daily to be performed by the molt Profligate oftentimes, and moſt 
Ignorant of Mankind, and depending upon their Intention too, which ma 

dcfeat the Miracle, All this diſhonours the very Name of Chriſtian Rehgion, 
and is ſo heavy, and intollerable a Gabel, Exciſe, and '1'ax upon the Religi- 
ous Senſe of Mankind, as mutt recds cat out the whole Life, 1 ower, ard Re- 
verence of it- And theretore it 1s worthy the Netice, Prevention a 1d Corretti- 
6n of {0 grand an Afiembly, as the Kizg, the Lords, Spiritual a 1d Temporal, and 
Commons of the Nation met in Purlament , and the Secliſion of all Perfors 
from -{o {age and awful a Conventron, who are under fo great a 


Slavery., as not to renounce it : For, as Miſes teitifies, The 


wiſe Laws of a Nec: 11 Reiigion give it an Eſtimarion of a V,/iſe 
Great, and Flinourakle Nation, It therctore a Parliament 


? 


{ecures 
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the Rights and Properties of the Nation, from aty Impoſitions upon their 
Eſtates, but with their own Conſent : How juſtly may it do the fame a- 
gainſt any Illegal Impoſitions upon their Faith ? 


And whereas this Tran/ubſantiation is attempted to be brought into Paral- 
fel, and placed in the Rank of other great Mylteites of tht Chri/tiay Religicn, 


as of the Bleſſed Father, Son, and Spirit, One God, of the Hypo/tatica! Union, 


and Ihcarnaiionof Jeſus Chriit, beſides the Intrinfick difference of the one, 
and of the other : There is this vait diſtance, That thoſe Supreme Revela- 
rions are Heavenly, Divine, retir'd in Meditation, Holy Rational Diſcourſe, 
and Spiritual Adorations. But this of Tran/wbſtantiation, while it does no- 
thing, oilcrs nothing to Senſe, to Reaſon, or to much as to Faith from D#- 
vine Revelation, but by Greſs Litter, a Figurative, Spiritual Propoſition into 
condenlacting, prefling, . and incraſlating, it pretenusto a regl Operation, or 
converſion of Bread into the Body without any ſuch thing. But yet, asif 
ſuch athing were ſeen tobe indeed done; Mercenary Prieſtsplay all the Tricks 
of Geſture, Poſture, Elevation, Geniculation, with the whole Train of At- 
tendant Frauds, too many to be mention'd, upon the Score of a dull coarſe 
Cheateven in Handicraft, and Legerdemain in Mechanicks. All which Impo- 
_ is -—_ not onely Morally, but Naturally impoſlible ever to be un- 
eritood. is | 

3. It ought above all other Points in Popery,to be the Subje&t of a Teſt-At, 
becauſe it hath above all other Points of Pepiſh Falſhood, been made the Teſt 
of Vaſſalage and Slavery, and as it wete that very Mark of the Beaſt joynd 
with the 1dolatry of Adoration, and Image Wirſhipz and of the Receiving his 
Name, and Worſhipping hu Image, which all mnlit receive, or be kill'd ; and 
none mult by or ſell, that the Pſuedo Spirituab Excommunication may be purſued 
with ſecu/ar Anathema's upon all who will not bear this Cogniſance of the Be- 
ſtian Uſurpation. In ſhort, This hath been the central Point, from which, 
and into which have Flowed all the Cruelties, Perſecutions, *Maſfſacres, De- 
luges of Blood that have been pour'd out: Blood of Men, Women, and 
Children, Sacrific'd at this Altar, that have made ir indeed an Altar of Bloud, 
an Altar where real Fleſh and Bloed have been Offered, and to lay, The Bread 
and Wine have been ſo Tranſubſtantiated into the Body and Bloud of Martyrs, 
were much nearer Truth. 'Here have been the fo-much unheard-of Barba- 
rities and Inhumanities, that would make a Hiſtory of Tranſubſtantiaticn 
Truth, indeed, could it be had, worth th having, to juftifie the Teſt, and 
luch a one, -that certainly could never upon the Account of fo bleſied a Re- 
lizicn, and of a Sacrifice of ſuch infinite Grace, asthat of Jeſus Chrilts Oferinz 
himſelf once for all-Mankind, have entred into the Heait of any Man ; were 
it not that ſuch a very deteſtable Beſtial Power, that bears at this very time, 
and hath long born a Ciry, 6r Falſe Church, in which will be found the Blood 
of Prophets, and Apoſtles, and that is Drunk with the Bloud of Saints, and of the 
"Martyrs of Teſs, is made known unto usin the Revelaticn, 


þ} 
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Now all thisis-matter of known Hiſtory and of evident Fat: Now juſtly 
| therefore is Power, and Truſt, endeavour'd to be ſurprized by a Proteſtant 
Parliament, from ſich hands that dare not diſown Principles ſo double died 
in Bloud, on the-acconnt of which ſuch Butcheries, and Burntngs of Men 
alive, have been committed ; that the ſo mi{-{tild Barbarity and Inhumanity 
of the Teſt-A& compared herewith, is not only Mercy and Honour to the 
Perſons concerned,but a Monument of the greateſt Equity and Philanthropie, 
or Love to Humane Nature, to endeavour to extinguiſh out of the Naticn 
the very Principles of ſo much Blond Guiltineſs, and Bloud-Thirl” ofthe 
greater heinouſneſs, becauſe if the.P:ſhop be to be credited in the Caſe, it 
was for not believing a Tranſub#antiation, which it was Morally impoſſible for 
thoſe Martyrs to know, and ſuch Abſtruſities which they neither did, nor could, 
nor indeed ought to underſtand. 
© 4. Topreſ$and force a litteral Senſe upon the, Holy Scriptures Free Fami- 
Far Condeſcenſfionto our Weakneſs, in exprefling chings of a high Spiritual 
Nature in ſuch Language, as we in humane bodies moſt ealily take thingsin- 
to our minds by, as in the Sacrament, the real Spiritual Union, and Com- 
munication of the Value, Vertue, and Efficacy of the Sacrifice of Chriſt him- 
ſelf, ard in the Union of, and Communion, and Communication of his 
Spirit to us, is exprelſs'd by eating his Body, and drinking his Bloud : Now 
I ſay, to force, a litteral Senſe upon this, is ſuch a piece of Rudeneſs, Barba- 
rity, and Ingratitude, that if the ſame meaſure were meeted to all other 
parts of Stripture, would even in the Judgment of thoſe very Men, who are 
either Atheiſts or Bigots in this matter, not only turn it into horrible, and 
 Abominable Barle/que, but even Martyr and Murther thoſe two 
* Rev. 11. Witnefles, as ſome have expoundedthem*. To vindicate there- 
fore, thoſe Sacred Volumes, the Pandets of our moſt holy Reli 
gion, for having to do with ſo mid-night, and Sphingian a Riddle, in lo plain, 
and merciful an I/#itution, fo humble, and even Lomeſtick (in a ſpiritual 
Senſe) as.the Lord's Supper is ; a Riddle, ſet on work to ſo. much Cruelty 
and Blond ſhed, is worthy the Spirit of a truely @hriltian, and nobly Er- 
liſh Senate, and to ſet the danger of its return into uſe, at the utmoſt impoſ: 
Rbility, humane Providence could attain, without theexpectation of Miracle. 
For what is meant by Tran/ubFtantiation, the Biſhop himlelt ſays, is altoge- 
ther unknown and uncertain, eſpecially to the perſons chiefly concern'd, vis. 
the Nobility and Gentry of the Nation; and which they neither do, can, nor 
ought to know ; What Obligation can they then have to believe it, except with 
{uch a blind Faith as all Religion and Reaionabhors? However, if they have 
no Faith concerning fo fugitive a thing,that like a ſhadow, cannot be.carclid, 
or like the Phantom of a Body that hath.no fleſh and bes tobe ſe.n and /elt, 
as all Fodies have, and as Chriſt, as it. were prgpherical;y, exposd his Body to 


the Experiment of, when it was really there, that no ſuch Impoſture cor: . 


cerning it ſhould be palm'd upon the World : Iay, it che Nobiliry and G:ntry 


have no Faith of fucha thing, why may they notprefe/s and deCare, they do. 
Not be/zcve it 2 | Far - 
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_ For the Biſhop ſeems either not to be awake, or todiſſemble a ſlumber, that 
his Diſcourſe of mens Swearing to any thing; his Burleſque on the famors 
Burgeſſes of Oxon , and his Appeal to the Honourable Members concerning their 
Idea's of Tranſubſtantiation, and the Babel thence ariſing, | the whole Notion 
is indeed a Babaliſm, or pertaining to Babylon the Great | had been very good, 
itthe Tef# had requir'd them to declare their belief of ſuch a Tranſubſtantiation. 
But now his Arguments hunt counter, and impeach the Roman Tyranny of 
horrid Murthers upon Perſons, for not believing what 4tHey neither do, can, 
nor ougbt to know, what they can fo hardly prenounce the ſound of, much leis 
Hammer the ſturdy fullen Notion it ſelf: For who can know what there is no 
knowledge ot? But what more Innocent than to declare, when lawfully re- 
quird, though before the Searcher of H-arts, a miandoes net believe what he 


.Cannot nor ought to know, nor ſo much as anvil a Notion of ? It it were 


never fo true, real, knowable, and worthy to be belizwed, any one might, 
without guilr, (when juſtly demanded todo fo) declare he did not believe it, 
while he &ne it not ſo as to find reaſon to believe it; it were double Hypo * 
crilie to do otherwile : and all the B;ſhps arguing and ffory;mg, can never 
make it otherwiſe. Iffdeed the whole recoyles upon himſclt, and daſhes out 
the Brains of all he hath writ upon it ; which, ſure, he craſly overiaw, or 
thought all his Readers were ſuch Foolsas to be couzen'dWith the giols. 

For if the infidelity were ever ſo culpable, it were a Duty, when adjurd 
by a Law to declare it ; but how can the iptidelity be blam'd, when after the 
Biſhop's hunting down the Notion through the whole Hiffcry of the 
Controverſie, © He hath prey d only upon a Ghoſt, mils'd of all comprebenſi.n, 
* and he pronounces the ſumm, andreſulr of allto be what is meant by that 
* Tranſubſtantiation, i a thing altogether uncertain and unknown ; and there isno 
* onething in which Chriſtendom more both agrees and Giffers ; all Patties 
* agrecin the Thing, and difter in the manner. Now it ſo happens, the 
Te#t was ſo ſagaciouſly compos'd, though it might lawtully have done much 
more, that it modettly leaves the Thing free, and requires only to declare 
a Feltet of ſuch Manner of ;Tronſubſtantiation, as of the Elements of Bread 
and 7/me, into the Body and Blood of Chritt ; and requires the Delarers own 
Belief a\one, and nothing of ceniure upon any others Beef in this branch 'of 
the 7est; which ſurely any man may lawfully make, that makes it truly : and 
ſeeing the whole Iiſue of the Notion is Scepticiſm, the Biſhop himſelf being 
Judge, (and what can the man do that comes after the Biſh:p ?) may not every 
man then ſay, *zaTaaauþare, | do not comprehend ir, therefore 1 do not be- 
teve it. . | 

Indecd if there were Revelaticn for it, like what there is concernirig the 
Father, Word, and Spirit, ene God ; concerning the Incarnation and Hypoſtatick 
Union of the Eternal Word with Humane Nature leaning not on tigurative ex- 
pretiiion, bur plain ajſertion, wrought into all the diſcourſe, and whole Ar- 


gument of Scripture, all' Dilputes were filenc'd. 
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But when there is no pretext of Revelation, but ſuch a manner of ſpeaking » 
as if it were preſs d alike into alitteraldenſe,through the whole Book. of Ged, 
it muſt overthrow all Theology. To refuſe then a Figure there where it is ſo 
abſolutely neceſſary, thatelſe Chriſt muſt eat his own fleſh, while it remains 
entire before the Apoſtles, and drink his own bloud, while it was circulating 
in his Veins, and no amaze nor ſo much as queſtion upon it, is ſuch a ſetting 
the Scripture to be broken upon the Wheel, fuch a Barbarity, as exceeds a 
thouſandfold all theBarbarities and Inhumanities ipoken of throughourt the Bi- 
ſhop's whole Book : Eſpecially when our Lord declares in a like manner of 
ſpeaking, and doubts upon it 5 Hi words were ſpirit and life, and the fleſh pro- - 
fited nothing. Why then ſhould men bring the Scripture ta the Engine, to 
corture it into the confeflion of what( as God fpeaks)never came into hs heart 2 

And fol may fairly diſmiſsthe Biſhop's longſom Hiſtory of Tranſub/tantia- 
tion, ſeging the mouth of his Canon turns upon hinielf for what he can; and 
what ſhould a man be ſhie of indeclaring his Non-belief of what is againſ} all 
the ſenſe and reaſon of Mankind, what hath no ground in Revelation, and -_ 
what all the Wits and Subtilties the Canoniſts and School-men, yea, the very 
Councils of the Roman V aflalage can, when ſet upon the utmoſt ſtretch, 
make nothing of, but a meer Babel, if we may believe the Biſhop, in what 
he determines upon the whole ſearch infavour of it. Not like Solomon's con- 
clufion of the matter into the whole of man, but like the concluſion of Babel, all 
was Fargen, Nonſenſe, Confuſion, and Rubbiſh; and worlethan that, thecon- 
_ will be like that of Babylcn the Great, a perpetual Deſolation and 

rning. 

They therefore who have like Slaves-bor'd their Ears to this ſpiritual Egyp- 
tian ſlavery, and under the Plague of its. Darkyeſs to be even felt, howjuſt is it 
to diſengagethem'from taking the Rights .of their Prince and Country into their 
truſt, whether their contented Slavery riſe from ſome weak part, or aworſe 
depravedneſs, which inclines their always bowed down Backs, and their 
Eyes laden with ſlumber under fuch a monſtrous Bigerti/m, | 

L come therefore to confider of the ſecond Propoſition, which, however 

' it runsif the Biſhop's Text, is thus expreſs d in the Teſt: © And that the I2vo- 
* cation-Or Adoration of the Virgin Mary, or any other Saizt, and the Sacri- 
*f fice of the Maſs, asthey arenow uſed in the Church of Rome, are ſuperſti- 
& tjores and idolatrons. 

In which, although I confeſs.in my own Judgment, the very Extremity, 
as of Senſe, thatthe words can reach, are ſupported by the demerit of the. 
things Declared againſt : Yet, becauſe it is a Te/?, publickly offered, the re- 
fuſal of which ſuſpends ſo great an Intereſt, as all ſhare in Government, as 
the Biſhop ——_ it, It will not be unht to obſerve all the Lenitiyes, that 
are by the Prudence of the Compoſers, (whoever they were, it makes no 
matter) contriy'd into it. | 

I. Therefore, I ds lelieveis prefix'd to the whole 7e/r, by cemmon E- 
quity of Conſira(ion to be ſupplied. Ido belieyethe firlt Propoſition, That #3 


the. 
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the. Sacrament, &c. And in the ſecond, I do believe, that the Invocation; &c... 
Now it is Evident, a Man may Swear to his own Belief, if he knows he does 
really ſo Believe, although he be miſtaken in the grounds of tis Belief, be- 
cauſe it is onely matter of Fac within himfelf. | 

2. There is a Limitation, As theſe things arewsd, and now ws d inthe Church 
of Rome, whether by expreſs Command, or by Approbation, or Conni- 
vence ; {© that the very grolsneſs and the ſtupidity of themoſt Dull and Ig- 
norant, who ſtick inthe very thick Matter, and are able to extricate them- 
ſelves, as the finer Wits pretend to do, are to be taken into that Uſage, and 
that moſt Meritoriouſly, ſeeing if the Church of Rome leads ſuchunwary,and 
unapprehenſive Perſ{8ns in Obedienceto it, to the very brink of the Precipice 
into ſo deep, andimpure a Mud, and that ſo unneceſſarily ; it is to be chan- 
ged 'with the Uſages, as in it {ett. 

And then thofe words of the Teſt, As it x5 now uſed; fignifies the firſt be- 
ginnings of theſe things were not, ſo freſh, as now they are arriv'd to be. 

3- In that, the word Superſtitions is firlt ſet, as the lefler, and moſt un- 
doubted, and then not the downright full-out word 7dolatry, bur Idolatrous. 
It takes off the full Blow of the Cenfures, for Idolatry imports a great danger, 
ſuſpicion, and nearnels to Idolacry, but not abſolute Tdolatry it felf. And 
this the Biſhop ought in all candid dealing to have taken Notice of,and to have 
allowed the Caution, with which the Teſt is worded; for the Stabbing,and 
Cut-throat word Idolatry is not uſed, and fo the Piquancy of that his re- 
mark falſe. 

But letting ſlip all things that do not enter into the ſubſtance of the matter, 
it is firſt to be obſerved, that abſolutely and inearneſt, all that dreadful Re- 
preſentation of the puniſhment of Idolatry in this World, is diſown'd by all 
ſober Chriſtians : and thoſe rigid Laws, or any ſuch Zelorick Spirit of Elias, 
as among the Fews on the account of Idolat:y, are reverſedginder the mil- 
dertemper, and more moderate climate of Chriitian Religion,and the com- 
paſſionate Spiritof it, as repeated by our Saviour exprefly in thoſe words to - 
the Diſciples, that were for demanding Fire from Heawen upon the Samaritans, 
Luke 9.54. To which our Lord rejoyned, Ye know not what ſpirit ye are of : 
the Sons of man came not to deſtrcy mens lives, but to ſave them. We difown all 
ſuch torrid Enthuſiaſm where-ever it is found, upon this Aurhority, and ſuch : 
Rowagings upon the Lives of men mec:ly for their (natwithſtanding ſo great) 
delnſjons in ſo plaina point of Divine Wo;ſhip, are not ſo much asthought of . 
in the Te/#: Cruelties and Inhumanitics of that kind, are left as the proper 
Inheritance of the Idolatrous, who indeed:cut Throats, and cauſe innocent : 
Perſons to paſs through the Fire alive, in the rage of their M:cloch-Sacrifice : And 
Jam fully pertwaded the principal end of the Teſ# 4&4 was to ſecure the Lives 
and Fortunes of a Prote/tant Nation trom the fury and blood-thirſtinefs of that 
name of Religion, by which it is as much known t as the Scarlet and Purple 
it 1s arrayed in) and that in the Biltory of ſome Ages paſt, and io cannot .- 
but be ſtill ſuſpected. 

-- The prevention indeed of ſuch, the publick pr 
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and to take care the Contagion may not ſpread, .mrnch leſs that a Prote/tawt 
Kindom ſhould come under Girdle of its Miniiterial Government, (although 

with all Loyaſty,it owns their Soveraign, according to the Chriſtian Law, and 
. of the Naticn) and then torto ſet fuch Bounds toit, as may molt indemnife itlelf; 

Bur for the ſecurities of Divine Juſtice upon 1dolatry, when ever they come 
to be maniteited ; they will be juit, and bring their conviction along with 
them ; which may b2 ſpeedier than men are aware, the Meafure of Iniquity 
growing niw full, as of more then one God,: is Id:latry, fo of more than one 
Mediator isa Parallel 1dolatry. And as letting fall any glances of Reſpe& up- 
on any Creature, Perſon, or Thing, Angel,or Diamond,Sun, Meon, or Stars, 
vr the in feriour Medzators, are alike Iolatry, under theaGoſlpel. And as the 
making to our ſelves any /ikeneſs eitherin Heaven above or inthe Earth beneath, 
'&c. ' as a Medium to Worthip God by 3 fo the making to our ſelves any /ike- 
ve{s of the Mediator; (For though we had kimuvn him after the Fleſh, yet ({aith 
the Apoltle) we know him ſo mo more) are alike Idolatrous, How certainly 
then are the Þvocations of the Virgia, of Siints. Idelatrous, as giving them a 
ſhare of the incommunicable Mercy, Onuiſciency, Omniprefence, ſeeing 
they are not viſible ta us, we cannot ſpeak with them at certaintimes or pla- 
ces, we know themnot, we know not they know us ; there are no kinds of 
Communion between us; a Vail of thick Darknels is ſpread betwixt us, 
which nothing but Infinity can pierce. 'The Infinity of the Father, the Infini- 
' ty of the Mediator, God man: Men indeed whom we fee, whom we con- 
verſe with to whom we'can makeour ſelves and ourcendition known, we are 
allowed by God to Addrets, ro-give and receive mutval Rehgious Reſpects, 
and of Civility and Kindnels, according to the Stations of Honour and Subs 
ordination we ſtand 'in oneto another: 

Bur how both Senſelefs, and 1dulatrous, would ithe with hope of good ta 
Pray to any Perſon upon Earth, ar great, or even atthe ſmalleſt diſtance 
one from anher, where no Communication paſlets by Word, Meflages, 
and Letters, as in our private Cloſets, and Thoughts ; this were to make 
them, as God Omilſcient, Omniprefent. And to pray toSaints or Angels, 
as Mediators, 1s Idolatty committed againſt the Mediator, as H he had not 
that whale Sum of Mediatorial Mercy, Grace, Priviledges in himſelf. How 
certainly then are their Ivocations continually usd at Rome, not only Super- 
Fitions, but-Idolatrons : And indeed all Super/titicn is Idolatyy,  againit the Se- 
cond Cemmandment ; Veviling an Image, a Likeneſs to go to God by them. 

How certainly are thoſe abuncance of Images, Pitfures, Statues, Repreſen- 
Fations 2 us'd at Ree: I hair Incenſing , Fowing, Kneeling, UBCEVErImE the Head, 
to Images and Pittures, usd ac Rome, Idclatrow ? For even fob's Mcuth kif- 
fing hs Hand, was an Indicztion ſatficient of an enticed Heart, Their Elevation, 
Adoration, Geniflexian, given to the Pread, as the Brdy of Chriſt, are of the 
fame guilr, ſeeing Chri#f was never Worſhipped Bodily on Earch, when his 
| Apoſtles wee daily with ira, but in the Emanations of his Divinity, how 
znuch more (now we are to know him no more after the fleſh) theretore are we 

| Not 
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not to Worſhip him Bodily, notin an Imaginary Tranſub/tantiation of the: 
Elments )_into Fleſh”: Doth not he abhor ſuch a Worſhip ? 

For whatever we do in pretence of Worſhip to God and Chriſt, thatis not 
either the pure Ilues of that Law of the Mind, or of the Natural Conſcience 
it ſelf, or is revealed to us in his Word: The Worſhip (call it how you will,. 
-Dulia, or an inferiour Worſhip) not fo warranted, paſles before God for no 
other, but Superſtition and Idolatry. Even the Worſhip of the Man Chriſt 
Feſws only, as united to the Eternal Werd, is juſtified by Divine Revelation: {o- 
tender and ſeyere athing isthe V Vorſhip of the Holy Feſws God; who as he 
is ſeparated from all Creatures in his Parity and Perfe&ion; fo in his V Vor- 
ſhip, and the manner of his Worſhip appointed only by himſelf. And fo 
Holy, Holy, Holy,and infinitely ſeperate from all Creatures is FEHOYVATH the 
Mediator, with whom none can be named; even as none can know but b 
the Revelation of the Father. All Worſhip therefore given to Creature-Me- 
diators, all Worſhip given to him not according to his V Vord, is but Sper- 
[tations and Idclatrers in his. Account. | 

How near therefore is-it to the Blaphemy, of which the Author confeſſes, 
Idolatry is a principal inſtance; when he ſpeaks-of the Cherybins being wor- 
ſhipped 5 who indeed, had by God's immediate Command, a Place of At- 

tendance,” by the Adercy.Seat: this 'Type:of Chriff, over which God filling 
the Tabernacle, and ſo the 'Temple after with his Glory, that none could en- 
ter, andſo only gave a remaining Symbol 'of his preſence there; but likewiſe . 
- of God to be ſeen, but the People are warned over and over, to take no- 
tice they ſaw no Likeneſs or Similitude of God; nor is there the leaſt ſhadow 
- of any direaion of : Worſhip to thoſe Cherubins; but to that God, who was: 
pleas'd to promiſe his Preſence there, where his Glory had appeared, in 
Chrilt the propitiation ;-ſo that by pure ſpiritual. Ats, they might pray to- 
wards that place, called by his Name, without any prophaning God by ſenſe :. 
From which he is always'in an infinite retirement, for ſenſe is the Founda- - 
tion of. Idolatry, And:agrecably what was in-the Helie of Hdlies, notbeing 
ſeen, was a warning to retire. all into a ſpirituality, and a ſerſ@of the incom- 
-prehenſibleneſs of God, the enjoyment of him being in pure ſpirjtuality. 
And as falle it is, that the Scripture ſpeaks only of the 1dolatry of Worſhipping 
the Heavenly Body. | 
For from the heights above, to what 13 moſt below, the changing of the 
Glory of the incorruptible God, with any corruptible Image, or the Worſhip dire- 
&ed by the Mediation of any Image, is Abomination to him, as in number- 
lek places of Scripture (Lefides ihe Second-Commandment) particularly Duet. 4.. 
''16. Rom. 1.22. Forthat 1 can hardly believe my. eycs .in reading the Bz- 
"ſhop's Definition of 1delatry, and fo it is as tothe Redecmer, orone Mediator, . 
whois not to be worſhipped, by any Image of his Humanity, not by ſo del: 
picable a Thing as Bread: which he made only the Element of a {piritual. 
GCommunicatien of himſelf, as a:moſt familiar Emblem, without the leaſt de: 
ſign of W orſhipto ir, wolt abhorred. by him. 


Mot. ; 


ers, and 


"Moſt falſe it is, 'therefore, that there isno 1olatry if Men do not worſhip 


Tmazes of falſe Gods, or make corporeal Images of his divine” Nature: For Angels, 


tho his Servants, and Saints departed, become falſe Gods, and Names of Bla- 


ſphemy, when worſhiped with any ſort of Worſhip, as the Apocaliptick Angel 


teſtifies, chap. 21. v. 22. and the Hoff 4o worthiped, is the Symbol of 4 falſe 


.Ged, as turn'd into a Likeneſs, and Image, b:fore the jealous God, and Ae- 


diator,, who will have all pure Spirituality-in the Worihip of them. 

And yet in the mean time, I muft acknowledge that the Bihop hath 
rightly obſerved concerning that Idotatry, which he is willing to allow to be 
Ideolatry, viz. the Worſhip of the heavenly Bodies (and Im ſure it will follow 
of all other Idolatry , that it is to be proportionably admeaſur'd to) It « arr 


, iniquity to be puniſhed by a Judge, via. By the Civil Magiſtrate. And this deter- 


mination concerning Idolatry, is recorded in that admirable Book of Natu- 
ral Religion, the Book of Fob. Now the Laws of Natural Religion are irrever- 


ſible, and unchangeable; 1ſo that were it not that in the great degeneracie of 


humane Nature, the generality of the Nations of the World were early dren- 
ched, and even'plunged in this great evil, Natures Laws had always fo pre- 
vailed : Whereas, alas, too too foon that Government grew to- weak too &- 
ſtabliſh it ſelf ,, and were that Government, the Government of the Law, 
written in Man's. Heart reſftord, it muſt proceed with all Efficacy to the ex. 
tirpating this Evil ; and where it was ſo much reſtored, as among the Fews, 


and enforced with further Poffitive and Ceremonial Sharpneſs of Laws, the 


Rigorson Offenders were ſo great, as the Biſh9p has Recounted: But yet the 
mercy of the Goſpel, and of Chriſtian Religion, is ſuch, that although in Go- 
vernments able and. equal for-it, there ought to be no abatement of Severi- 


ty againſt the Sin it ſelf, yet there is-by Chriſt, a Relaxation, as to Perſons 


Lives, where. the moſt guilty Circumſtances of Prefumption, Obſtinacy, 
Danger of bad Example, do not inflame he Account of the Evil : All means 


of Converſjon and Reformations being firſt uſed ; which is a great Juſtifica- 


tion of the lawfulneſs, and neceſlity of the Teſt, in a Proteftant Government. 
Nevertheleſs the generality of the Sin, hath: been at no time too big tor Di- 
vine Vengeance; but thatithath appeared from Heaven upon Idolatrous Pow- 

ne {hen he ſaw good; And the time is approaching, when 
a better State of the renewed World growing on, will, by degrees, but with 
ſignal YVials powred opt upon the whole Race of 1dolaters, and their 1d9latries, 
make way tor-the perfection of that Renovation, and ſuch a thing as dola- 


Fry will not in one ſingle example, be endured. For Satay, that old Serpent, 
' that hath deceived the Nations into it ſo-long, will be ſealed up'into his own 


Abyſs at the ſame time. Bur this hath bees by way of Digreſſion. 

It is time to return now to the jult Remarks, that are to be made 
upon the Biſbop's Diſcourſe upon T1dolatry.; fo contrivd, as to lead 
the Unthinking, yea , the not cloſely obſervant Reader , thorough 
a "Variety of Aatter, far off from ſuſpeaing the Rowan Wor- 
ſhip of Idolatries , where yet Scripture: Propheſie hath fſetled it upon 


1t 
ny 
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its own" Baſe, it that Land that is Spiritually called Shinar, or "®iyftical Ba: 
bylon: His Dilcourle, indeed, is bleaded ſometimes with better, that ic may 
convey more Artificially the intollerably bad, ſometimes with things doubr- 
= and uncertain, that the notoriouſly Falſe may hope to skulk among 
them. 

.l canner, according to the brevity I have reſoly'd, retail to the Reader, 
{o- ambagious, or tedious an Account of Tde/atry. There are twothings 
among his own Notions, that if he-had-taken his Meaſures by,they would 
have ſteer'd him muck better, viz. Firf, T he obſervation of the Great Care 
God took by all his Dealings with his People, Deſcendants from Abraham,ta 
ſecure 'them by the Moſatck' Mediatorſhip in the acknowledgment of the 


"One God, Creator of Heaven and Earth, the Ulniverſal and muſt Natural 


Standard againſt Tdo/atry, together with thofe particular afſi:rances of him- 
ſelf to them; by his Covenaut with 4braham, by bringing them our of the 
Land of Egypt, ſpeaking tothem out of the Cloud, and Fire on Mount $Si- 
me, by his filling the Tabernacle with his Glory, which is eſpecially to 
be remark'd, both in Moſes's Tabernacle, and $s/omms Temple, as being 
the true Reaſon of the Forſpip towards the Holy of. Holies. And Second- 
ly, the obſervation of the Sabbath, as a peculiar Commemoration of the 
Creation, as alſo of the further Maniteſtatton of the ſame truc God, Crea- 
= uw Heavengand Earth, who was (lo particularly the God of Abrahar's 

olterity, 

Had theſerwo Obſervations, together with the Types, which the Epiſ- 
copal Author, with 'Dr. Spexcer, and other Learned Men, not withour 


'Reaſon, make Fences between-T/rae/ and the Idolztrous Nations, and their 
Tdolatries ; or as the 4poſile calls ir, Partition-Wall; theſe would have led 


to the One Mediator Jeſus Chriſt, Who is that very Propitiation and Mercy- 
Seat, of which, that in the Holy of Holies was but the Type, and for 
which Type fake the Shecinah,or Glory once came, and late 1n its filling the 
Temple; as between the Cherubims, or Attendant Angels, Simbokycally Re- 
preſented in an Adoring Poſture, ſtooping down, and praying upon the 
Mercy-Seat; as that Type of Chriſt, as the Apoſtle Peter alludes, x Pet. 1. 
i2. Worſbipping ; but the Spirits, whom they reſemble, would have ab- 
hor'd to be Worſhipped 5 As he moſt injuriouſly ro Truth, would bear his 
Readers in hagd, if they would be deceived by him. 

Now. 'as Redemption parallels Creation, ſo the One Mediator,the One 
God, as. our Lord himſelf} reacheth. This s Life Eternal, to kiew Thee 
the owly true God, and whom thou baft ſent, Jeſus Chrif, and fothe Apo- 
ſtle tells us: Fhere are Gods many, and Lords many in the World, Counter- 
fens of the One God, and One Meditator. As the Heatheniſh Gods, and Baa- 
lim, or Daimons, who were eſtcem'd a middle Region of Gods, or Medi- 
etors : But to 4, ſaith he, There # but one God, the Father of Whom are all 
things, and we in, or for, -or-unto him; and One Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom 
are «ll-things, and we by hiys So to Timothy, There is One God, and Ore 

GA Or 9 .E y Mediator, 
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Mediator, between God and Man, the Man Chrif Feſus, which one God is" 


now known to us, as the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift,, which - 
Title drinks up.as the Antitype-doth Type of the' former Titles, of - the 

God of Abraham, &e. of the God that brought from Egypt, that- fits beween - 
the Chirubims : that Title indeed of Creator, Lord of Heaven and Earth- 
is not in the leaſt+ eclipsd, but ſhines together upon, and-with, and in the 

Redeemer, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 

And as a Teſtimony and ſtanding Plexof all this, the Sabbath of Recre- 
ation, is remov'd from the Seventh, into an Union with-the. Fir Day,the 
Sabbath of Redemption, or Lord's Day. 

"Thus there is, as the Apofe Fohn (peaks, thetrue God, and eternal Life, 
in the very mention of which, as foreſceing the-grear Antichriſtian Idolutry 
coming upon the Chriſtian World in other Mediators, (the ſamething with 


- ether Gods) he makes the Concluſion and Farewel of- his! Epiſtle, /itt/e- 


Children, keep your: ſelves from Tdols: and ſeals it with-a paſhonate, Amen. 

Now this Oe God, and this one Mediator, we are to worſhip. and only- 
to know, - and o7/y to ſerve; all introducing other Mediators,cither of Man, 
orot other Creatures, as in honour to God, ro worthip Him,or Jeſus Chritt' 
by them, joyn'd with ſome Ceremonies of a Seryice,-as Kneeling, Bowing,; 
Incenjing, Invoking, QC. is Idolatrons: 

And now todraw the whole matter of 14b/4try to'a conclafton ; I con- 
jels, it ſecs neceflary, that whoever takes the Tef, being, as the Biſhops 
truly obſerves, of the Alley of an 0th, ir 1s neccflary he ſhould take it in 
Jadgment, as well as in Righteonſneſs, and inTruth:' 

hat any one may ſodo it, he muſtcarry atout hima Gauge, or certairr 
Notion of 1do/ztry, 7nd {ome general knowledge: of rhe Ulages of. Rome.as 
to the Invocation of the Virgin,of Saints,the adoration of them m #heir Images,: 
with the Sacrifice of the Maf5  ' whichby a hiatle enquiry will be cafily: 
known, it it can beat all unknown to any Perſons, who can be ſuppagd toy 
have poſſible obligation totake the Tef: For the Roman Church docs not hide 
nsSin ; but carries the Title on its Forehead,, the Title its Idolatrous Fornic a- 
tions ; and is PupalPrince carries his Names of B/aſphemy, 1dolatry, on hee 
Heads ;, and it is to be earneſtly prayed, theſe things may not b2 more yul- 
gerly known among us, againſt which the Teſt is one great [ccurity. 

To give chen':1 the ſeeond place, a very ſhort, and porrable Gauge of 
Tdolatry, 1 ſhould chuſe to do it beſt; by all LF have faid'y as encag'd, or en- 
chag'd; in the very words, Superſtitimand Idd/atry; truly explain'd. . The' 
firſt of which imports any religions A&,"eirher to Perſons dead; as ifthey 
were now alive, and conyerſant with ns, tho* aboye; as the Virgin Mary; 
oL Saints departed'or clſe and ( as may moſt agree ) Super Statutum, above 
the Rule and Law of all religious AQtions, vis: tire very Law and Light 
of Nature, teaching us natural Religion, which con{iſts enly-in the Relig- 
en of the Mind, and expreſſed only 'in the: mofÞncceſiary Rarional Latria; 
er. Scryice of our Bodies og ele which beſt explams ali Religion to uns 

b "of " 


The Word of God ; ſeeing,- there we find nothing of ſuch Invocation; of : 
Adoration, ſo much as inany dark Line of either of theſe Laws ; but much- 
writtenz asWith a Sun-Beam-againſt them, Who even knows, and believes: 
the Word-of God, -may boldly-call the uſages ef Rome ſuparſtirions,- 
 Andus to 1delatry,-it «is the Service to an Apparition of a God, to our - 
dark and fooliſh Imagination, for the One God, that made Heaven, and Earth 
orthe Apparition of a Mediator, belides Jeſus Chriſt, the One Mediator,who- 
redeem'd us by his Death : Both. which are againſt the fir# Cemmandment for - 
Idolatty-isa worſhip of any thing whatever tliat is believ'd to be God, and - 
Chriſt, from the higheſt Heavens to the loweſt Centre, by"any Image; or” 
ſenſible Repreſentation, ( as againſt the ſecond Commandment. ) - 
Now ke may. be ſure of this 1do/atry,whoever conſidersthe Romiſh Church: 
( falſty ſo calted ) the ſpiritual Bbylon,, the City made, of. graven Images; [o- 
certainly that headed. Babylon, that inthe daies of -Fohr's receiving the Reve- 
lation, reign'd over the Kings of the Earth; and was then (five of its Go- 
vernments ſo notorious in Hiſtory, being fallen, or gone off from their: 
Principality -) under its fxth King,. the Heauthen Emperour ; and for a 4ttle 
ſpace under the Chrifian Emperour its ſeventh King, but no Head, and. haths 
becn under its eighth King, that was of thole ſeven Kings, who were eber 
Heads, ever ſince the expiration of Augaiuluss Line, the late Emperour, 


Anz Pom. 
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* For Vl Rome be utterly deſtroy'd, and /irk the a Miltone into the Sea,That * 
eighth King, the Beaſt, or Pope, ſhal] not be unerly deſtroyed z but Rome, + 


and its eighth King, ſhall fall within few years, from its Ten-king'd Principa- 
lities. © 


All which may be rhus-demonſtrated, the Bounds of the Propheſies ſtand. * 
emineht and -unmoveable, even to demonſtration, viz. the Heathen Empire ' 


therein being ar one end, and the' final ruin of Rome at the other; inthe 


middle juſtas the ſhortliy*d Chrifian Empire expiring,run forty two-prophe- * 


tic Months, or Times of the Moon, amounting ro 1222 prophetic years; 


@whictraccommedfrom 475;:muſtend 1697; 


Idolatries ; that & 


2 

Now this Rome, and its {o calld Church, is Myſteries of TJolatries, and 

the Pope its Balamr, or High Prieſt, or Prophet cattying it, and {o deſcrib'd in * 

the Revelation,” andthe thing there Prophecied, fo fulfiild in all Eyes, and ' 

Ears, in ay ercys hg of God, and of all that dwell in Heaven, by theſe 
en can be 86 hazavd, itrhtre was liberty to demonſtrate 


the thing, as it may be demonſtrated : It would pvt Tranſubftantiationg. the * 
the Worſhip of the Virgin, of $ aints, and the Adoration of the Mas, and its | 


Sacrifice out of all Diſpure, although the things 'may be otherwiſe: fer, e- 


naugh beyond Controyerſy, yet not'ſo ſuddenly or (urely, as by this Pro- - 


pcs is well explain'd.-- - - ----- - Ls 


n the mean tine, to fay all in a word, [ cannot but make great doubt, : 
whether the Biſhop with fo great pretence, and yer 'ngh thin Sophiſms in * 


the room of Reaſon, and with thoſe Utaepiſcopal, Unnchriſtian, Ulngen- 
te, 


& 8 
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ab-well as highly SenſtleſsRefieQtions upon a Perſon of fo great leatm- 
ing; Gravity, and Piety in the cycs of the whole Nation, ( ayDr. St. Y did: 
indeed deſign any more, than to,Ridjeule what he would ſeem ro Par,” 
things ſo Falſe, ſo Fallacious, ſs Inconelufiye, could rieyercMe havebecn fo 
together, and ro carry, as itwere a freſh Remembrance. Atthe laſthecon- 
 chudes his Book under a tranſparent, Tiffany, with a downright -Falfhood, 
. viz, As if the not taking the. Tef, did wrap up-the Refuſers in a Canvition 
_ of Recuſancy; to:which chm ygod=37 y. of Tef-A#, leaving our 
. what would have conyifted him - of ſeaflels Fradulency: For he well 
knows, not the Refuſal of the Tef, hut the Refuſal, and yer invading Of. 
- fices contrary to. the Tef, brings any one under that Conviftions : Whe.- 
. ther therefore he was in carneſt, or-ina Sathanic Fanaticiſm, when he writ 
all this, I much doubt ; bur if he were, indeed, in carneft, he deferyes the 
 Charadter of the weakeſt of Men, in a diſguife of a Man of Parts and' 
Leatning ; if not, of the moft infidelious anddifhaneſt Sophifer inthe Lawn 
of p her {ys Biſhop. ling Accuſari :ntfhia x a ; 
ut without any railing / on again ,-Or any I pray a6 
'Þ begun. the Lord rebuke then. OR 
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